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Rod Ponton:  A Hilarious 
Lesson in Zoom Protocol

 In the middle of our quarantine and zoom court 
hearings, one lawyer cat has caught the world by storm 
with hilarious results. 
 A lawyer in Alpine Texas, whose Zoom failures 
with	a	cat	filter	has	rocketed	him	into	internet	fame,	
experienced	firsthand	the	pitfalls	of	technology	in	this	
digital age. During a hearing in the 394th, District Court, 
Judge Roy Ferguson, to his surprise, saw the attorney 
appear as a sad yet adorable kitten.
 Judge Ferguson commented “Mr. Ponton, I 
believe	you	have	a	filter	turned	on	in	the	video	settings.	
you might want to uh….”
 Mr. Ponton responded, “It is…but I don’t know 
how to remove it. I got my assistant here; she’s trying to 
but uhhhh… 
I am prepared to go forward with it. 
I am here live
I am not a cat.” 
 What actually happened is Mr. Ponton was 
working	in	a	remote	satellite	office,	and	he	was	not	
using his normal computer; he was using his secretary’s 
computer. When Mr. Ponton logged onto the computer, 
everything seemed normal. What caused the mishap was 
that his secretary’s granddaughter would use the Zoom 
device	and	somehow	installed	a	cat	filer.	
Fortunately for Mr. Ponton, Judge Ferguson had a sense 
of humor about the whole situation, and it did not have 
any serious consequences for any of the parties that were 
involved. As hilarious as this mishap is, it provides us 
with a valuable lesson on practice protocol during the 
age of zoom. 
 Some of the best practices that I use in my own 
practice as are follows: 

1. First and foremost, be familiar with your zoom 
device. Go through a couple of “dry runs” in 
starting up your zoom connection.

2. Make sure you have a reliable internet 

connection while on zoom. As understanding 
as some parties may be about the technical 
difficulties of video conferencing in court, it 
could be disastrous at crucial moments

3. Be aware of your surroundings during the 
hearing.

4. You must, must, must look at each individual 
judge’s landing page, if one exists, when 
practicing in front of said judge. Each judge 
will have invaluable information on how to 
operate in his or her courtroom while hearings 
are being conducted via zoom.  Such valuable 
information given can vary from how to position 
your camera, whether you can be in your car 
during the hearing or use a stable mount, or 
requirements on how to rename yourself a certain 
way during the remote hearing. 

5. Look at whether the judge will schedule your 
hearing for a specific time or if you will be 
grouped together with other litigants. 

6. Determine whether you will want to have the 
client present in your office with you during the 
hearing. If you have your client present with 
you during the hearing, be prepared to have that 
client leave the room if the judge wishes to take 
you “in chambers”.

7. Be cognizant of filters and backgrounds as well. 
Some judges will allow a virtual background and 
some will not.  

 Mr. Ponton’s mishap has provided us in the legal 
community with a light-hearted lesson that can help 
provide us with re-invigorated discourse how we can 
continue to improve on practicing law in the ZOOM era. 

By Francesco Briguglio, 
President of the Macomb Bar Association 
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Dear Macomb Bar Members,

Friday, March 13, 2020 – The Macomb Bar begins the adventurous journey of working remotely.  

While	there	are	many	bar	association	moments	that	will	forever	be	imprinted	on	my	memory,	locking	the	office	door	
on Friday, March 13, 2020 was as surreal as August 14, 2003, the day of the great blackout.  The blackout was a heck 
of a lot more fun.  The day after the blackout my neighbors lined up grills in the back yard and pulled out everything 
from	the	melting	freezers.		It	was	a	terrific	day-long	picnic	filled	with	great	food,	laughter,	yard	games	and	high	fives.		
The	day	after	we	left	the	office	for	the	remote	land	of	work	was	the	beginning	of	what	is	now	a	year-long	barrage	of	
gloom.  It has been a year of coping.  A year of testing limits of anxiety, perseverance, and creativity.  Recently an Uncle 
posted on Facebook that his Father, my Grandfather, was famous for saying, “Son, you learn until your dead.”  Leave it 
to the elder to be succinct!  Looking back over this pandemic year, I like to think that we have all learned a lot and that, 
together, we will be better for it.  

Virtually Together is a new series of events that we have put in place to come together socially. In March, we have 
put together a fun event called “Behind the Bar” a cocktail class with bartender extraordinaire, Mark Phelan.  This is 
a FREE Zoom event that will most certainly involve more than a few laughs as you learn how to create an Irish Buck 
and a Gin Green cocktail.  You can choose to make yours with or without alcohol.  To participate you MUST register 
early so that you can get the ingredient list in advance.  To create these crafted cocktails correctly takes a little advanced 
planning, but it’s worth it!  There will be a virtual tip jar, Venmo, Paypal, etc. available. Proceeds are divided equally 
among Mark’s employees that have endured over these many months. 
 
As we look at spring dawning before us, we want to be able to recognize legal professionals for their extraordinary 
efforts in these extraordinary times.  Please consider nominating someone you know for any of the Macomb Bar awards.  
Deadline for nominations March 31.   

Kimberly M. Cahill Civility Award
The Kimberly M. Cahill Civility Award is given to the member who has brought respect to himself or herself and the 
legal profession through both dialogue and conduct by cultivating considerate, professional conduct with opposing 
counsel, especially in the presence of clients; encouraging clients to adopt meritorious positions and avoiding 
inflammatory	and	retaliatory	tactics	and	behavior;	welcoming		and	encouraging	attorneys	of	all	races,	ethnicity	and	
genders; assisting and mentoring new and inexperienced attorneys; avoiding disparaging comment and criticism of the 
bench and bar, and commending the profession’s members when appropriate.

Special Service Awards
The Special Service Award is given to those individuals who initiated and/or completed special projects for the MCBA 
during the year.

Extraordinary Service Award
The Extraordinary Service Award is awarded to the most involved member during the year. The Board only chooses a 
winner in this category when a member stands out as deserving of this honor.
 

Here’s to Us
By Rick R. Troy, Macomb Bar Association and Foundation 

 Executive Director 
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Distinguished Public Service Award
This	category	recognizes	those	members	that	demonstrates	excellence	and	selflessness	in	their	public	service.
 
Pro Bono Award
The Macomb Bar Pro Bono Service Award recognizes and honor attorneys that assist with the unmet legal needs of low-
income or senior residents of Macomb County on a pro bono basis.
 
For a list of past recipients, please visit MacombBar.org

 
Foundation Update
The Foundation’s biggest supporters are its Trustees.  Trustees contribute $150 a year and are eligible for election or 
appointment to the Board of Directors.  One of the programs directly funded by Trustees contributions each year is the 
Trustee Law School Scholarship.  Last year’s recipient was Taylor Wells from Wayne State University Law School.  The 
tradition of celebrating our scholarship recipients at the annual Gala was broken due to the Gala’s cancellation.  We are 
hopeful that this fall we can celebrate new Law School Scholarship recipients and extend Ms. Wells an invitation too.  
However, in order to invite recipients, we need 2L and 3L law school students to apply.  You can have a huge impact on 
a soon to be attorney by bringing this opportunity to their attention.  DO NOT hesitate as the deadline is St. Patrick’s 
Day.  Scholarship application forms are available on MacombBar.org.  

Trustee Law School Scholarship  
The Macomb County Bar Foundation Trustee Law School Scholarship is awarded to a second or third year law student 
who	demonstrates	a	commitment	to	serve	or	contribute	to	the	Macomb	County	legal	community,	a	need	for	financial	
assistance, and high scholastic achievement. The $3,000 scholarship originates from the generous contributions of the 
Foundation’s Trustee.

Philip F. Greco Memorial Scholarship  
The Macomb County Bar Foundation Philip F. Greco Memorial Scholarship is to be awarded to a second or third 
year law student who is currently enrolled in law classes at any accredited Michigan law school, have good academic 
standing,	demonstrates	financial	need	and	a	commitment	to	serve	the	Macomb	County	Legal	community.		Graciously	
funded by National Title Group.

Kimberly M. Cahill Leadership Memorial Scholarship 
The Kimberly M. Cahill Leadership Memorial Scholarship is to be awarded to a second or third year law student who is 
currently enrolled in law classes at any accredited Michigan law school.  The recipient should demonstrate outstanding 
qualities	of	leadership	and	the	ability	to	inspire	and	effectively	lead	others	to	a	defined	objective.		The	recipient	must	
also	demonstrate	a	need	for	financial	assistance	and	an	academic	standing	(3.0	GPA	or	above).		This	$3,000	scholarship	
originates from the generous contributions to the MCBF’s Kimberly M. Cahill Memorial Fund and honors the memory 
of Kimberly M. Cahill who passed away January 21, 2008.

For a list of past scholarship recipients, visit MacombBar.org.

Interested in setting up a scholarship?  Give me a call!

As I look at the calendar I notice that March 13 falls on Saturday this year, so…, Here’s To Us

Here’s to us, here’s to love 
All the times that we messed up 
Here’s	to	you,	fill	the	glass 
‘Cause the last few months have kicked our … 
So lets give ‘em hell 
Wish everybody well, here’s to us, here’s to us 
(Halestorm)
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We would like to extend a cordial welcome to our 
newest magistrate, Jeffrey R. Davis.  Following the 
Hon. Jennifer Andary’s election as Judge of the 42-1 
District Court, Jeff was selected to replace her as 
magistrate.  Following his graduation from Michigan 
State with a BA in Political Science Pre-Law and 
French, Jeff attended the U of D Mercy Law School 
and received a Juris Doctor in 1992.  Jeff has more 
than 28 years of experience in criminal, civil and 
family law, and enjoys the opportunity to provide 
legal counsel and insight to the daily needs of his 
individual and corporate business clients.  He has 
represented his clients in numerous Circuit, District 
and Municipal Courts throughout the State of 
Michigan. Jeff is a member of the Macomb County 
Bar Association and the State Bar of Michigan and is 
a member of the Family and Criminal Law Sections.  
He also sits as a Case Evaluator for the 40th District 
Court

Jeff is married to Attorney Rosemary Davis, and is 
the	proud	parent	of	Andrew	and	Elise	(both	currently	
attending	MSU).		He	is	also	an	avid	sports	fan	and	
served four years as the Treasurer of the St. Mary’s 
Athletic Booster Club, while his two children 
attended St. Mary’s in Mt. Clemens.  

42nd District Court - Division 1 - Romeo
14713 33 Mile Rd, PO Box 6 Romeo, MI 48065 
Phone: 586-752-9679

Circuit Court Corner
By Macomb County Circuit Court Administration  

FORENSIC POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS

J. P. Carey Consulting, Inc.
CRIMINAL SUSPECT TESTING  •  CIVIL STATEMENT VERIFICATION

FAMILY LAW & INSURANCE ISSUES RELATED TO DIVORCE, CUSTODY, ARBITRATION

J. Paul Carey
Certified  Forensic  Polygraph  Examiner

Retired Detective/Polygraph Examiner, Sterling Heights Police Department
Member:

American Polygraph Association
Michigan Association of Polygraph Examiners

Sterritt Office Plaza, 45100 Sterritt, Suite 102, Utica, MI 48317

(Northwest of M-59 & M-53) (586) 323-9620

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
  CATASTROPHIC INJURIES

 BIRTH TRAUMA • WRONGFUL DEATH

“Results 
Matter”

ALBERT J. DIB, ESQ. 
Jefferson Law Center 

www.JeffersonLawCenter.com
25615 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

ADib@JeffersonLawCenter.com

(586) 270-4010
REFERRAL FEES HONORED 

AVAILABLE TO LITIGATE PENDING CASES
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CDAM EVIDENCE BOOT CAMP D VIA ZOOM
Hands-on small group Skills Training Via Zoom $240: $30 per CLE Skills Training Hour (8) 

For attorneys with less than 5 years experience

Thursday, March 25, 2021, 1:00pm-5:00pm &
Friday, March 26, 2021, 9:00am-1:00pm

(no one-day registrations allowed) 
 

LEAD FACULTY:  Joan Morgan and Marshall Tauber
Registration is through the CDAM website and the Macomb Assigned Counsel Registration 

Password is required. Contact Rick Troy at RTroy@macombbar.org or Dawn Fraylick at 
DFraylick@macombbar.org for registration instructions and registration passwords.
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Daughter, sister, aunt, godmother, philanthropist, 
friend, colleague, champion of Justice, wine 
connoisseur, and Diva.  These are but a few of the 
impressive titles that apply to this month’s cover 
honoree. After 
countless hours 
of hard-work 
and unwavering 
dedication, she 
has added another 
coveted title to 
this list: Judge.  

We are honored 
to introduce you 
to the Honorable 
Judge Kathleen G. 
Galen of the 38th 
District Court.   

Kathy received her 
law degree from 
the University 
of Detroit Law 
School in 1989, a 
mere three years 
after she obtained 
her bachelor of 
science from 
University 
of Detroit.   
However, Kathy 
heard her calling to help others and to join the legal 
profession early on in life. At the young age of 10, 
she emphatically told her Poppa that she was going to 
be a lawyer.  In the pursuit of her dream, she started 
her	career	at	a	Detroit	law	firm	at	the	age	of	15,	as	
a runner.  Runner became Secretary, became Clerk, 

became Lawyer! All along the way, her determination, 
dedication, experience, and professionalism has 
served her well.   In true Galen form, she did not 
let anything stop her, so it is no surprise she is now 

serving as Judge.  

Kathy has always 
been a public 
servant, active in 
her community,  
and anyone 
that knows her, 
is aware that 
her kindness 
and generosity 
to others is 
unmatched.  She 
is always there to 
help others, which 
is unquestionably 
the reason, she 
has such a strong 
support network 
of people who 
would do the same 
for her. 

During our 
interview, Judge 
Galen spoke of 
her appreciation 
to all of those who 

helped work on her campaign.  She insisted we share, 
“I truly appreciated the hard work and support of all 
who helped me on my journey.   I especially want 
to thank my brother Jim who was a great supporter 
and best sign strategist ever!   It truly takes a village 
and I have a very good village.   I am blessed beyond 

Meet Hon. Kathleen G. Galen,  
38th District Court

By The Divas - Lori Smith, Sherrie Detzler, and Dana Warnez



MACOMBBAR.ORG 11 MARCH  2021

measure”  She hopes to personally thank everyone 
when the time is right.

Her number one supporter is her Poppa.  Kathy spoke 
lovingly of her father as “the man who went without 
so that we had plenty” and told us how they would 
go to the bank each spring where her Father would 
take out a loan so that she and her brother could 
attend private school.  Poppa Galen wanted nothing 
but the best for his children and by all accounts he 

did an amazing job in raising them.  Kathy’s brother, 
James Galen, is also a prominent attorney and a strong 
supporter of his sister during the campaign for Judge 
and in life. 

Judge Galen has fully embraced her new role as 
Judge, and has hit the ground running.  She was so 
humbled and honored to share with us the generosity 
of her colleague on the Bench, Judge Tracey Yokich, 
who, as soon as the results were tallied, reached out 
to schedule a date to accompany the “New” Judge 
to select her robe.   Just telling us of the adventure 
brought tears of joy to Kathy.  We divas shed tears  

just hearing of the adventure, enjoying it vicariously.  
Judge Yokich, your generosity of sharing this 
honorable tradition has made a lasting impression on 
Judge Galen!  

Judge Galen is already streamlining processes within 
the 38th District Court.  She has an open-door policy 
and welcomes your thoughts and suggestions to 
improve the service of the Court to the attorneys and 
the public at large.  

She is so thankful 
for her technical 
abilities during 
these trying times.  
The	first	couple	
months have 
been “virtually” 
productive, yet 
she longs for the 
days of in-person 
business.  Since 
the election, Kathy 
was sworn in via 
ZOOM, attended 
Judge’s school 
via ZOOM, and 
performed her 
duties on the 
bench in the same 
manner.  Judge 
Galen looks 
forward to the 

time when she can 
more fully embrace and celebrate this accomplishment 
with all, face to face. 

Judge Galen embraces her faith and heritage in 
everything	she	does.	She	is	confident	it	will	guide	
her in fairness and the delivery of justice.  She shared 
one of her favorite Irish blessings, “May you get all 
your wishes but one, so that you will always have 
something to strive for.”   Cannot wait to share in her 
next “wish.”  Godspeed Judge Galen.

The Divas:  Lori Smith, Sherriee Detzler, Dana Warnez and Hon. Kathleen G. Galen



MACOMBBAR.ORG 12 MARCH  2021

The Top 10 Reasons Why the 
Constitution is Revolutionary

By Hon. Michael Warren
Patriot Week Co-Creator 

 The United States Constitution is not some 
musty piece of parchment, in barely legible calligraphy, 
irrelevant to our lives. To the contrary, it is a revolutionary 
document	of	profound	historical	and	current	significance.	
If you don’t believe that, here are the “Top Ten” reasons 
you should change your mind:

1.  A Written 
Constitution. 
The Constitution 
was	the	first	
written document 
to establish a a 
major nation’s 
government. For 
thousands of years, 
mankind was 
almost universally 
ruled by fear, 
force, custom, 
and tradition. But 
no country had 
actually written 
down the basic 
outline of their 
government. The 
act of writing 
down our form 
of government is 
taken for granted 
today, but was 
a	huge	leap	forward	for	the	rule	of	law	(that	is	the	law	
governs,	not	the	personal	desires	of	those	in	power).

2.  Approved by the People. Until 1788, no country 
in the course of human history put the form of their 
government up to a vote of the people for adoption. 
Usually governments were imposed by force, war, and 
corruption. Before the federal Constitution was adopted, 

the States were nearly entirely independent countries, that 
had united together under the Articles of Confederation 
for a very few purposes. Because each State was 
basically its own country, the Congress of the Articles of 
Confederation needed to act unanimously to pass any law, 
and then it was up to each State to follow through. So to 

make a new federal 
Constitution, 
each State needed 
to ratify it. But 
instead of having 
the legislature or 
governor of each 
State make that 
decision, the States 
convened ratifying 
conventions. 
The People at 
large voted for 
representative 
delegates to each 
convention, each of 
which then robustly 
debated	ratification.	
Unless the ratifying 
convention of 
any respective 
approved the 
Constitution, it 
would not be 
adopted. This was 

another amazing advancement. We literally created a new 
Social Compact for the country, agreed to by the People. 

3.  Separation of Powers. Although England and ancient 
Rome had some pretense of separation of powers, it was 
muddled and often subverted. Until the United States 
Constitution, no national government in world history 
firmly	divided	the	three	major	functions	of	government	
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into co-equal separate branches of government. By 
dividing	power	up	between	the	legislative	(Congress),	
executive	(President),	and	judicial	(Supreme	Court)	
branches, the Constitution protects liberty by stopping one 
person or group from taking total control of the federal 
government. 

4.  Checks and Balances. Hand in glove with separation 
of powers, by giving each branch the ability to check the 
other branches, the Constitution better protects liberty. 
It requires that all three branches act together - or at 
least have a voice -  to enact policy. For example, the 
President can veto legislation passed by the Congress, 
but	then	Congress	can	override	that	veto	with	a	⅔	vote.	
The President is the commander-in-chief of the military, 
but only Congress can fund it and declare war. Even if 
Congress and the President pass a law, if it violates the 
Constitution, the Supreme Court must strike it down. The 
President nominates judges, but the Senate must approve 
the nominees. Again, liberty is protected by limiting the 
power of any particular branch of government.

5.  Enumerated Powers. Most governments in human 
history presume that the government is all powerful, and 
then	carves	out	certain	restrictions	(privileges)	where	
it cannot act. The federal Constitution is exactly the 
opposite.	Unless	the	federal	Constitution	specifically	lists	
(i.e.,	enumerates)	that	the	federal	government	has	the	
authority to act, it cannot do so. By substantially limiting 
the reach of federal power, enumerated powers is a key 
safeguard of liberty.

6.  Federalism. By reserving all powers not enumerated to 
the federal government to the States, federalism empowers 
the People of the States to enact policies in light of local 
circumstances. By ensuring that local issues are addressed 
locally, the States can ensure better governance - they can 
tailor their policies to the facts on the ground, as opposed 
to	one-size	fits	all	solutions	from	Washington,	D.C.	It	
also empowers experimentation at the local level, and 
people can move to States that are more in alignment with 
their idea of the good life. It also strengthens the Social 
Compact	by	making	State	officials	accountable	for	State	
policies. More importantly, federalism protects liberty by 
creating built-in tensions between the States and federal 
government. By dividing power between the federal and 
State governments, it protects freedom. Power is divided 
not just between the branches of government, but between 
the levels of government. To have uniform, national 

oppression, oppressors would need to take control of all 
three branches of the federal government, plus the three 
branches of governments of all 50 States - quite a tall 
order! This system was unique in human history.

7.  Unalienable Rights. The Constitution has many 
protections	of	unalienable	rights	(rights	given	to	us	by	
the	Creator)	in	the	original	Constitution	as	well	as	the	
Bill of Rights. These constitutional rights include key 
components of freedom, including the free exercise of 
religion, freedoms of speech and press, the right to jury 
trials, and the right to be free from unreasonable searches 
and seizures. We could wax eloquently, but we all know 
these rights are vital to our liberties.

8.  Equality. Equality under the law is guaranteed by 
the	13th	Amendment	(abolishing	slavery),	and	the	14th	
Amendment	(ensuring	equal	protection	of	the	laws	and	
due	process	for	all	Americans).	During	the	course	of	
human history, inequality was the prevailing reality. We 
have not yet escaped the dark shadow of slavery, but we 
have made tremendous progress through the Constitution 
and	need	to	continue	to	strive	to	fulfill	its	promise.

9.  Voting. 	Through	the	15th	Amendment	(granting	
freedmen	the	vote),	the	19th	Amendment	(granting	
women	the	right	to	vote),	the	24th	Amendment	(abolishing	
poll	taxes),	and	the	26th	Amendment	(giving	citizens	18	
and	above	the	right	to	vote),	the	Constitution	gives	all	
American citizens the right to vote. This struggle for the 
franchise took centuries and should be cherished by all.

10.  Amendment. The Founding Fathers understood that 
they were far from perfect, and the Constitution itself 
permits its amendment - which we have done 27 times. 
We can even call for a new Constitutional Convention to 
start anew.

There you have it, a solid Top 10 reasons why the 
Constitution is vitally important to us today. However, 
whether or not we will maintain our Constitution, 
freedoms, and liberties, will be entirely up to you. Accept 
the challenge!

Judge Michael Warren is the co-creator of Patriot Week 
(www.PatriotWeek.org), author of America’s Survival 
Guide (www.AmericasSurvivalGuide.com), and host of the 
Patriot Lessons: American History & Civics Podcast.



MACOMBBAR.ORG 14 MARCH  2021

Macomb Assigned Counsel Registration Password:  MACOMB17



MACOMBBAR.ORG 15 MARCH  2021

You won’t see our names on TV or on a Billboard 
We would rather put our names on a REFERRAL FEE CHECK

Thomas Garvey & Garvey 
Referral Based Personal Injury Practice • (586) 779-7810

We have paid referral fees in excess of  
ONE MILLION DOLLARS - Twice

A third Macomb County referral lawyer received 
$850,000.00

8 Lawyers Listed in Michigan Super Lawyers

FARMINGTON HILLS I STERLING HEIGHTS I DOWNRIVER

Toll Free Phone: 888.421.9704 Local: 248.865.0001

  www.work-lawyers.com
Gasiorek Morgan
L A W Y E R S  F O R  T H E  W O R K P L A C E

Super Lawyers, a Thomson Reuters business, is a rating service of outstanding lawyers from more
than 70 practice areas who have attained a high degree of peer recognition and professional achievement.
From left to right: Donald Gasiorek, 15 years selected; Paul Hines, 9 years; Sam Morgan, 15 years;  
Patrick McCauley, 14 years; Greg Jones, 5 years, Rising Star Designee; David Kotzian, 15 years, Top 100 Designee; 
David Greco, 9 years;  Angela Mannarino, 5 years, Rising Star Designee.

BWGas_Morgan SuperLawyersRTP.indd   1 8/13/20   3:15 PM
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This past week, while preparing what to write, 
a colleague forwarded along a viral video of a Texas 
lawyer	experiencing	technical	difficulties	during	a	
Zoom hearing.  
The video depicts 
a Zoom hearing 
similar to the ones 
we have all become 
accustomed to 
during COVID; 
but, in this hearing, 
one of the attorneys 
mistakenly 
turned	on	a	filter	
which altered his 
appearance to that 
of	a	fluffy,	wide-
eyed kitten.  

As the 
attorney attempts 
to	remove	the	filter,	
he assures the 
court he is ready 
to proceed and promises, “I’m here live.  I’m not a 
cat.”  While watching it, I could not help but laugh as 
the	attorney	tries	to	remove	the	filter	and	the	virtual	
kitten’s eyes are seen dashing back and forth.  But 

as the vaccine roll-out begins, and the prospect of 
in-person court proceedings and resuming jury trials 
becomes more imminent, the kitten mishap generates 

questions about 
the role virtual 
proceedings will 
play in our practice 
when life after 
COVID begins. 

Personally, 
being a young 
lawyer, having 
practiced a little 
more than two 
years when COVID 
began, I was eager 
to get back into the 
courtroom as quick 
as possible.  In 
the early months, 
mornings were 
spent sitting in my 
make-shift home 

office,	wearing	my	“sweat”	suit,	staring	at	a	computer	
screen that said, “Please wait for the host to start this 
meeting.” This experience just did not have the same 
feeling as being in the court hallway at 8:15 a.m. 

A Purr-suasive Take on Virtual 
Proceedings

By Zachary R. Morgan, Young Lawyers Section Director,   
Associate Attorney at Macomb Law Group, and  

Adjunct Professor at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

Chair Laura Polizzi Polizzi & Medley, PLLC  laura@polizzimedley.com  
Past	Chair	 Sherman	Abdo	 Law	Offices	of	Sherman	Abdo	 sherman@laslawoffices.com	
Chair Elect Alecia Golm Macomb County FOC aleciagolm@gmail.com 
Secretary	 Aaron	J.	Hall						 Macomb	County	Prosecutor’s	Office	 info@aaronjhall.com		
Treasurer Chris Metry Metry & Metry PLLC metrycm@gmail.com
Director	 Grace	Crivello	 Law	Offices	of	Fischer	Garon		Hoyumpa		 gcrivello@fghrlaw.net
Director Mickey McCullough Sommers Schwartz MMcCullough@sommerspc.com
Director Zachary Morgan Macomb Law Group zachary@macomblawgroup.com
Director	 Alexandra	Fedorak	 Macomb	County	Prosecutor’s	Office	 alexandra.fedorak@macombgov.org	

Young Lawyers Section Board of Directors
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on	a	Monday	morning	waiting	for	the	court	officer	
to open the courtroom, while discussing your case 
with opposing counsel and catching up with other 
colleagues.  I initially pushed back at the thought of 
virtual hearings and depositions becoming the new 
normal, being skeptical whether they would be as 
effective	and	efficient	as	being	face-to-face	with	the	
judge or witness. 

The early months quickly turned into August, 
September, and October; and my skepticism began 
to fade away as virtual proceedings took over 
my calendar as in-person proceedings previously 
had.  Mornings were spent on the phone discussing 
cases with opposing counsel before logging into 
my computer and appearing for virtual hearings.  
Depositions would begin by having the witness hold 
up their ID to the screen and then having them rotate 
their	screen	360	degrees	to	confirm	the	witness	was	
alone.  But, otherwise, being virtual proved to be as 
effective	and	efficient,	if	not	more,	than	in-person	
proceedings.

As this month marks one-year since appearing 
in-person for any proceeding—be it a deposition, 
motion or mediation—my sentiment towards virtual 
proceedings has shifted.  Now this is not to say I am 
not eager to get back into the courthouse, however, 
I hope we do not abandon the virtual proceedings 
altogether.		I	think	there	is	a	benefit	to	not	having	
to drive longer than the proceeding takes such as 
the case for scheduling, status and early settlement 
conferences.  At the same time, there’s a certain 
effectiveness to appearing in-person whether it 
be	for	motions,	final	settlement	conferences	or	
depositions—I know a few cases of mine would have 
benefited	from	this	over	the	past	year.	

So, as we wait for the day in-person 
proceedings once again consume our calendars, I am 
hopeful in-person proceedings will be met with the 
balance of virtual proceedings—as we recognize the 
benefits	virtual	proceedings	provide	greatly	outweigh	
the possibility your opposing counsel is turned into a 
fluffy	feline.		

14 First St., Mt. Clemens 586-850-8336trickeylawpllc@gmail.com

Facilitate at 14 First Street

or, I will gladly drive to your office

Charles Trickey III 
“Bringing a balanced career to Facilitations and Arbitrations”



CLASSIFIED ADS
OFFICE SPACE

EXECUTIVE / PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE. 
Individual offices and the potential for as much as 8,000 sq. 
ft. of contiguous space.  Professional decorated common 
space includes reception, kitchen, and conference rooms.  
On site basement storage available.  Exterior is colonial 
design with split fieldstone accents.  24825 Little Mack Ave. 
St. Clair Shores, at 10 Mile. Call Bob Garvey (586) 779-7810.

PREMIUM MT. CLEMENS office space on Main Street for 
rent.  Walking distance to County Buildings with ample 
parking. 1-5 offices available, conference room.  Gross lease. 
Contact Lorraine at (586) 469-5050.

BOUTIQUE OFFICE SPACE - available for rent less than 
one mile south of Macomb Circuit.  One office available.  
Conference room, kitchen, amply parking.  Virtual tenancy 
also available.  Contact Saleema Sheikh at (586) 463-5821.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES with private bathroom. 
Designed as two office spaces. Located in Time Square 
Building in Downtown Mt. Clemens at 71 N. Main Street 
across from Macomb County Court building. Private 
entrance. Contact Greg Gagnon, Keller Williams Realty 
586-419-9900.

REFERRALS

KEVIN M. KAIN of the Law Firm Levine Benjamin has 
obtained over 1,500 workers compensation settlements for 
disabled workers over the last 20 years. Will pay referral 
fee and provide status reports.  Call Kevin M. Kain at 
1-800-675-0613.

SOCIAL SECURITY and WORKERS COMPENSATION -  
Casazza Law Offices - 140 years plus of combined experience 
with Social Security Disability and Workers Compensation 
claims.  Offices in Southfield and Mt. Clemens. Referral 
Fees.  Call Gene Casazza at (586) 468-4400 or email Gene@
Casazzalaw.com

SERVICES

PROBATE SUPPORT SPECIALISTS, LLC  - Decedent, 
Conservatorship & Guardianship packages;  Specializing 
in forensic Account investigation and regular Account 
preparation (especially those that are overdue!)  Medicaid 
Applications.  Liaison to Social Security, IRS, CMH, DHS, 
VA and County caseworkers and resources.  Investigations, 
inventorying, liquidation of assets and supervised estate 
clean-outs.  Please call Charlene Tope at (586) 415-0136.

Classified 
Ads 

$25 Members 

$35 Non-Members

Call Dawn at 
(586) 468-2940 or  

dfraylick@Macombbar.org

A Macomb County 
Circuit Court 
Judge for 24 Years 
recently retired, 
now providing 
Facilitation, 
Mediation and 
Arbitration services 
through out the 
tricounty area.

Hon.  Peter J. 
Maceroni

12900 Hall Rd., Suite 310
Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Office:  (586) 894-6002
Cell:  (586) 536-5079

PeterJMaceroni@gmail.com



James and  
Patrick simasko

– Wealth Preservation 
– Estate Planning 
– Probate 
– Wills & Trust 
– Medicaid Planning 
– VA Benefits 
– Social Security Planning

Dedicated to Elder Law Solutions.

With 98 years combined legal experience, Simasko Law has helped 
numerous Southeastern Michigan families with Elder Law Solutions.  

319 Northbound Gratiot Avenue . Mount Clemens, MI 48043 . simaskolaw.com

586-468-6793
Referral Fees Guaranteed.

WE WELCOME YOUR 
CLIENT REFERRALS
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