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As my term as President of the Macomb County Bar 
Association comes to an end, I have found myself reflecting on 
this past year with a tremendous amount of gratitude. I learned 
a great deal, made lasting friendships, and gained a much deeper 
appreciation for the importance of bar associations and the 
people who sustain them.

When I first became President, I spent a great deal of time 
thinking about what my goal for the year would be… increasing 
membership, hosting successful 
events… it all felt somewhat 
cliché. What I knew for 
certain, however, was that I 
was trying to reignite a 
feeling. It was difficult to 
describe, but it was an energy 
I wanted people to feel. I 
believed that if I could bring 
the right energy to the 
organization, membership 
growth and strong 
attendance would follow. 
More than anything, I 
wanted people to feel an 
excitement about the Bar 
Association. Looking back 
now, I realize what I was truly trying to spark was a sense of 
connection, pride, and belonging. What surprised me most 
throughout the year was how deeply people wanted that and 
responded to it.

My favorite moments this year were standing back and 
watching people interact. I loved the feeling that everything 
around me was so much bigger than me. At our “Behind the Bar 
– Past President’s Dinner,” I watched friends reconnect after 
years apart. At our Christmas party, laughter carried across the 
room. At our Annual Meeting, I had past presidents tell me that 
they felt “reconnected with the Bar.” Those moments reminded 
me how special this organization is. 

I also gained an even greater respect for the individuals 
who have remained steady in their commitment to the Macomb 

County Bar over the years. Whether through sponsorship, 
participation, mentorship, leadership, or simply showing up 
consistently, those efforts matter more than people realize.  
It is truly that commitment and perseverance that makes 
institutions endure.

I truly believe there is something special about the 
Macomb County Bar Association. I believe the people here are 
special. There is a warmth, loyalty, and sense of community 

within this Bar that deserves to 
be protected and nurtured for 
future generations of attorneys.

I also now understand 
something I used to hear from 
past presidents. Many of them 
speak about the Bar Association 
with a certain affection and 
pride long after their terms end. 
I understand that feeling now. 

Truthfully, I never 
imagined I would become 
President of the Macomb 
County Bar. It was not 

something I necessarily set out to achieve. Looking back, I am 
incredibly grateful that this opportunity found me. And if there 
is anyone reading this who has considered becoming involved 
but feels unsure whether they belong, whether they are capable, 
or whether they have something meaningful to contribute — 
you do. Get involved. Participate. Volunteer. You may be 
surprised by how much you grow from it and how much you 
receive in return.

Serving as President this year has been an incredible 
privilege. I am proud of what we accomplished together, but 
more than anything, I am grateful for the relationships, 
conversations, and moments we shared along the way. It has 
been my pleasure to serve as your 97th President; I can’t wait to 
see where we go next… together.

The Spirit of the Bar
By Farrah C. Ramdayal-Howard,  

97 th President of the Macomb County Bar Association

I truly believe there is 

something special about 

the Macomb County Bar 

Association. I believe the 

people here are special. 
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My Dad made his living in “the computer business.” At the 
risk of dating myself, I will tell you that I grew up on stories about 
the evolution of technology (the first computer my Dad ever saw 
was the size of a warehouse and could only add and subtract). My 
brothers and my husband all make their living in various facets of 
the technology industry, and if I have learned one thing over the 
years it’s that technology progresses quickly.

Unlike the rest of my family, I went into the legal 
profession, which, as you likely know, is more of a tortoise than a 
hare. The legal world is based upon the examined analysis of facts 
and learning from the past rather than racing into the future. It is 
intentionally a slow roll. And until recently, it was my experience 
that the world of technology and the world of the law didn’t 
intersect very much. But with the development of AI, all that has 
changed. Hardly a day goes by now when I don’t receive a request 
to review an AI-generated document.  So much so that I feel 
moved to share my perspective on how clients might find AI 
useful in addressing legal matters, as well as potential pitfalls they 
should be cautious to avoid.

AI has its benefits. Clients may find it to be a useful tool 
for educating themselves on the kinds of issues involved with a 
given legal matter. For example, before speaking to an attorney 
about drafting an Operating Agreement for their LLC, reviewing 
an AI-generated Operating Agreement may show clients the 
kinds of issues that are normally included in such an agreement. 
Reviewing that AI-generated Operating Agreement in advance of 
a conference with their attorney may help them prepare to answer 
questions about how they would like to handle those topics and, 
as a result, reduce the amount of time their attorney spends on 
explanation and revisions. The client may then end up with a final 
Operating Agreement drafted by their attorney that more 
accurately reflects their intentions while also reducing the 
amount of legal time (and cost) that goes into preparing it.

However, a client’s use of AI should stop short of adopting 
an AI-generated legal document. An attorney should handle the 
drafting, and here are some of the reasons why:

AI tools pull from all kinds of sources, near and far, 
without vetting them. The law changes from place to place and 
differs with individual fact patterns. AI is more of a “one size fits 
all” response whereas an attorney will give an answer that is 
tailored to the applicable jurisdiction and unique set of facts, 
based upon their experience and education.

AI tools “hallucinate.” We’ve all heard about this. AI 
tools are people-pleasers that work to generate answers based 
upon what they think the user wants to hear, even if the 
information provided is inaccurate. An attorney knows how to 
filter out inaccurate or outdated information and will tell the 
client what they need to hear.

AI tools may make information public. When an 
individual inputs information about themselves or their business 
into an AI tool, that information may become public and subject 
to use in other third-party searches. Things like the attorney-
client privilege and trade secrets can be destroyed by using AI, 
and data privacy laws can be violated. Discussions with an 
attorney are privileged and protected under the Rules of 
Professional Conduct.

AI tools often prioritize the most recent information 
received. In our ever-changing world, the most recent information 
is not always the most dependable. Ignoring established precedents 
and policies can lead to incorrect advice. Attorneys are experts in 
balancing historical precedent with new findings.

And most importantly, in my opinion, AI tools lack 
training, ethical obligations, empathy, and accountability. 
There is no professional entity to hold AI accountable and no 
malpractice insurance to cover damages from incorrect advice 
given. AI does not have the ability to understand a client’s personal 
goals and to weigh their individual strengths and weaknesses in 
developing strategies. An attorney offers all of these benefits.

AI’s speed makes it a tempting tool, but use of AI for legal 
representation or reliable legal advice is a perilous endeavor. Many 
clients ask me: “Why not use a blended approach by starting with 
an AI-generated document created by the client which is then 
sent to an attorney for review and editing? Would that not be 
most efficient practice?” While I understand how this strategy 
might seem efficient to a client, an experienced attorney knows 
otherwise. Starting with an AI-generated legal document often 
costs more and takes longer to unwind and revise than if the 
attorney had started from scratch or used their own time and 
legally tested practice forms because the attorney will need to 
correct errors and “clean up” the AI document before they can 
start drafting in earnest.

When it comes to legal advice, I recommend the slow roll. 
Remember, it’s the tortoise that won the race.

AI for Legal Matters 101
By Kathryn R.S. Spray, Senior Attorney, Aloia Law
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Within the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office, few assignments 
carry the gravity and responsibility of the Child Protection Unit. Tasked 
with investigating and prosecuting cases involving child abuse and sexual 
exploitation of minors and adults, this special unit operates where law, 
trauma, and community safety intersects.

The Child Protection Unit is composed of experienced 
prosecutors, highly trained victim advocates, and support staff who bring 
both legal skill and compassion to their work. Prosecutors in this unit are 
extensively trained in handling sensitive cases. From crimes involving child 
abuse and neglect to sexual crimes against adults and children, these cases 
particularly focus on advanced forensic and trauma-informed approaches. 
Their mission is to pursue justice with precision, compassion, and an 
unwavering commitment to community safety.

Meet the Team

Stephanie Stager
Chief, Child Protection Unit

Stephanie Stager serves as Chief of 
the Child Protection Unit, where she 
oversees the prosecution of cases involving 
child abuse and criminal sexual conduct. 
With more than twenty years of experience, 
she leads one of the office’s most specialized 
and demanding units, supervising attorneys 
while continuing to prosecute intricate and 
high-profile felony cases.

Stephanie began her under-graduate studies at Michigan State 
University before transferring to Madonna University, where she 
completed the Paralegal Studies program and earned her Bachelor of 
Science. She later attended Wayne State University Law School, receiving 
her Juris Doctor in May 2002.

In law school, Stephanie interned for three years with the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office, gaining extensive courtroom experience 
and building the foundation for her prosecutorial career. In November 
2003, she joined the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office as an Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney and spent more than a decade handling serious 
felony matters. There, Stephanie managed five different Circuit Court 
courtrooms over a five-year span, developing significant trial and litigation 
experience across a broad range of criminal cases. She later served in the 
Major Drug Unit for three years and the Homicide Unit for two years, 
prosecuting multifaceted narcotics and violent crime cases with significant 
public safety implications.

In March 2014, Stephanie joined the Macomb County 
Prosecutor’s Office. She first served in the District Court Unit before 
becoming the first-chair assigned to Judge Joseph Toia, where she handled 
felony prosecutions and major court proceedings. She subsequently 

transitioned to the Child Protection Unit, where she has spent the past 
eight years prosecuting cases involving child abuse and sexual violence 
against adults and children.

For the past three years, Stephanie has served as Chief of the Child 
Protection Unit. In that leadership role, she oversees the unit’s operations, 
mentors and supervises assistant prosecutors, and works closely with law 
enforcement agencies, forensic interviewers, medical professionals, and 
victim advocates to ensure the effective prosecution of crimes against 
children and victims of sexual abuse. In addition to the vital work 
Stephanie does for the prosecutor’s office, she has remained a member of 
the Care House of Macomb County Board of Directors since 2018.

The combination of her extensive courtroom experience, strong 
leadership, and unwavering commitment to protecting vulnerable victims 
has become the foundation to a career dedicated to pursuing justice in 
some of the most serious and sensitive cases.

Colleen Worden
Deputy Chief, Child Protection Unit

Colleen Worden is the Deputy 
Chief of the Child Protection Unit, where 
she prosecutes cases involving child abuse 
and sexual assaults against children and 
helps lead the unit’s efforts to protect the 
most vulnerable victims.

Colleen earned her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Miami University 
before receiving her Juris Doctor from the 
University of Detroit Mercy School of 

Law.
Prior to attending law school, Colleen worked for four years as a 

legislative aide to a state representative, where she was involved in state 
budget negotiations and legislative initiatives focused on education, public 
policy, and improving opportunities for families.

After law school, Colleen spent sixteen years practicing municipal 
law, representing cities and townships throughout Southeast Michigan.  
Her extensive civil practice provided significant litigation and 
governmental law experience, as she worked closely with local officials  
and public entities on a wide range of legal matters, including the 
prosecution of municipal ordinance violations for communities  
throughout Macomb County.

Colleen joined the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office in 2015, 
where she now serves in a leadership role within the Child Protection 
Unit. After transitioning to the prosecutor’s office to focus her career 
on protecting victims and pursuing justice for children and families, 
Colleen established herself as a respected and effective trial attorney. 
She has successfully prosecuted difficult cases involving homicides of 

Special Unit Spotlight:  
Child Protection Unit

By Nancy Zieah, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
Macomb County Prosecutor's Office
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children, first-degree child abuse and first-degree criminal sexual conduct, 
securing accountability for dangerous offenders in some of the county’s 
most serious cases. Known for her straightforward courtroom style and 
meticulous preparation, Colleen has earned a reputation as a skilled 
prosecutor and dedicated public servant. As Deputy Chief, she works 
alongside the Unit Chief to oversee prosecutions, support assistant 
prosecutors, and collaborate with law enforcement agencies, victim 
advocates, and community partners in pursuing justice for victims of abuse 
and sexual violence.

Colleen was elected to the Grosse Pointe Public School System 
Board of Education in 2020 and was re-elected in 2024, becoming 
President of the School Board in 2025.

A pillar of professionalism, compassion, and dedication to  
public service, Colleen brings decades of legal and governmental 
experience to her work advocating for victims and protecting  
the community.

Darrian Fortier
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Child 
Protection Unit

Darrian Fortier serves in the Child 
Protection Unit where she focuses on 
prosecuting complex and high-impact 
cases involving child abuse and sexual 
assault. In this role, she is responsible 
for handling some of the office’s most 
sensitive matters, working closely with law 
enforcement, forensic experts, and victim 
advocates to pursue justice for victims of 

some of the most heinous crimes.
Darrian earned her undergraduate degree from Western 

Michigan University, where she studied criminal justice, sociology, and 
psychology—an interdisciplinary foundation that continues to inform her 
approach to victim-centered prosecution. She went  
on to attend the University of Michigan Law School, where she 
distinguished herself as President of both the Medical-Legal Society 
and the Moot Court Board, demonstrating early leadership and strong 
advocacy skills.

In law school, Darrian gained extensive prosecutorial experience 
through internships with the Macomb County, Kalamazoo County, 
and Wayne County Prosecutor’s Offices. She began her legal career in 
Wayne County, where she handled cases in the Domestic Violence, Child 
Protection, and Special Victims divisions, as well as matters involving 
animal abuse.

Upon joining the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office, Darrian 
quickly established herself as a driven and effective trial attorney. She 
briefly served in District Court before advancing to leadership as Deputy 
Chief of the Auto Theft Unit, where she prosecuted and contributed to 
strategic case development. She later transitioned to the Child Protection 
Unit, where her experience and courtroom presence have made her a key 
asset in prosecuting these serious felony offenses.

Darrian has successfully prosecuted cases involving first-degree 
child abuse and first-degree criminal sexual conduct, frequently securing 
substantial prison sentences. Known for her direct, no-nonsense 
courtroom demeanor, Darrian is a formidable advocate who approaches 
each case with intensity, preparation, and a commitment to accountability. 
Her style reflects both her high expectations and her dedication to 
achieving just outcomes in difficult cases.

In recognition of her professional contributions, Darrian was 
named to the 2026 election slate for the Macomb County Bar Association 
Board of Directors.

Kelsey Heath
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Child 
Protection Unit

Kelsey Heath brings both 
professional experience and a deep 
personal connection to the community 
she serves. Kelsey graduated from 
Chippewa Valley High School before 
attending the University of Michigan, 
where she earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
Sociology with a minor in Community 
Action and Social Change in December 

2014. During her undergraduate studies, she was actively involved in the 
Kappa Omega Alpha co-ed Pre-Law Fraternity and Pre-Law Society. She 
also demonstrated an early commitment to public service by teaching 
classes at a local juvenile detention center.

Kelsey’s academic experience includes significant international 
education, which began while studying abroad at the University of Essex 
in the United Kingdom. She later returned to Europe to complete a 
comparative course in Amsterdam and Berlin, examining legal frameworks 
surrounding human trafficking, art, and incarceration across multiple 
countries.

Kelsey later earned her Juris Doctor from Wayne State University 
Law School in 2018. While in law school, she further expanded her 
global legal perspective by studying in The Hague, where she attended 
proceedings and presentations at the United Nations tribunals and 
the International Criminal Court. She also gained federal investigative 
experience as an intern with the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Kelsey began her prosecutorial career in 2014 as an intern with 
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office, continuing there as an attorney 
through 2022. During her tenure, she handled cases in the Violent Crimes, 
Domestic Violence, and Sexual Assault units, developing extensive 
experience prosecuting serious and sensitive offenses.

In 2022, Kelsey joined the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office 
as an Assistant Prosecutor. She has served in both the Domestic Violence 
Unit and the Child Protection Unit, where she continues to focus on 
protecting vulnerable victims and holding offenders accountable.

Her thoughtful and thorough approach with strong courtroom 
advocacy is demonstrative of Kelsey’s dedication to pursuing justice with 
professionalism and compassion, particularly in cases involving the most 
vulnerable members of the community.

Jeffrey Plymale
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Child 
Protection Unit

Jeff Plymale is a long-time 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney at the 
Macomb County Prosecutor's Office. 
With a career spanning education, private 
legal practice, and nearly two decades in 
prosecution, Jeff brings a well-rounded 
and deeply experienced perspective to his 
work.

Jeff earned his Bachelor’s degree in Education, with a focus on 
secondary education and teaching, from the University of Michigan. He 
went on to earn his Juris Doctor from Wayne State University Law School 
in 2002.

In 2003 and for nearly two decades, Jeff pursued a prosecutorial 
career with the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. During his tenure, he 
handled a wide variety of cases and took on leadership roles in specialized 
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areas. Jeff vertically prosecuted juvenile sexual offender cases within the 
Juvenile Division and managed the Adolescent Sex Offender Program 
(ASOP), overseeing rehabilitation-focused strategies while maintaining 
accountability for serious offenses. He later vertically prosecuted both 
physical and sexual child abuse cases.

In addition to his courtroom experience, Jeff has been actively 
involved in legal education and professional training. He has conducted 
training courses for both the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office, the 
Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office, and the Wayne County Defense 
Bar on topics including record expungement, access to court records, 
SORA, juvenile waivers, and restitution. He has also served as a guest 
lecturer at Wayne State University Law School and University of Detroit 
Mercy Law School in their Juvenile Delinquency courses.

In August 2021, Jeff joined the Macomb County Prosecutor’s 
Office. He initially served in the district court and then representing 
DHHS in child abuse and neglect cases. Later, he was assigned as a 
first-chair attorney assigned to the courtroom of Judge Michael Servitto, 
where he handled a broad docket of criminal matters. Jeff now serves 
in the Child Protection and Sex Crimes Unit, where his experience, 
particularly in juvenile and sensitive cases, continues to positively impact 
his work.

Cases Assigned to the Child Protection Unit

The Child Protection Unit prosecutes a broad range of offenses, 
including those involving both minor and adult victims:

Crimes Against Children:

• Physical abuse and severe neglect 

• Criminal sexual conduct involving minors 

• Child sexually abusive material (CSAM) offenses 

• Online exploitation, grooming, and enticement 

Sex Crimes Against Adults:

• Sexual assault, including acquaintance and stranger assaults 

• Intimate partner sexual violence

• Drug-facilitated sexual assault 

• Sexual exploitation and coercion 

These cases often require coordination with law enforcement, 
forensic nurses, digital forensic experts, and child or adult protective 
services. Many involve complex evidentiary issues, delayed disclosures, 
and ongoing safety concerns for victims. While safeguarding victim 
privacy, the unit’s work reflects a consistent record of holding offenders 
accountable and includes the following case types:

• �Prosecuting serial offenders in sexual assault cases with forensic 
evidence and pattern-based testimony 

• �Successfully prosecuting cases involving delayed disclosure by both 
child and adult victims

• �Handling cases that involve drug-facilitated assaults, where 
toxicology and circumstantial evidence played a key role 

• �Holding offenders accountable in cases involving abuse of trust, 
including family members, caregivers, or authority figures 

Each case demonstrates the unit’s ability to combine legal 
strategy with a trauma-informed understanding of victim behavior.

Unit Significance

The Child Protection Unit serves a vital role in safeguarding 
children and adults while reinforcing community trust in the justice 
system. These cases are among the most challenging to prosecute due 
to delayed disclosures, limited physical evidence, and the vulnerability 
of witnesses. Despite these challenges, the unit prioritizes a trauma-
informed approach that minimizes additional harm to victims while 
maintaining rigorous legal standards.

The expanded scope of the Child Protection Unit reflects the 
reality that sexual violence—whether against children or adults—
requires a particularized approach. These cases often present unique 
challenges involving victims who may fear retaliation, trauma-related 
memory gaps, or the reluctance to participate in the legal process. 

The Child Protection Unit addresses these challenges through 
a victim-centered approach while maintaining the highest evidentiary 
standards. Prosecutors work to minimize retraumatization, seek 
appropriate protective measures, and ensure that each case is thoroughly 
investigated and prepared.

Beyond prosecution, the unit partners with community 
organizations, healthcare providers, and law enforcement agencies to 
improve response protocols, enhance victim services, and promote 
prevention efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why are child abuse cases often difficult to prove?

These cases frequently rely on the testimony of young victims, 
who may delay disclosure or struggle to articulate their experiences, and 
physical evidence may be limited which makes corroboration and expert 
testimony essential.

How does the unit protect child victims during the legal process?

Prosecutors and advocates use trauma-informed practices, 
including minimizing the number of interviews and seeking 
accommodations such as support persons or alternative testimony 
methods when permitted.

Are cases pursued when victims are hesitant or unsure about 
participating?

Prosecutors carefully evaluate each case based on the available 
evidence. While victim input is important, decisions are guided by legal 
standards, public safety considerations, and the ability to prove the case 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

What is a trauma-informed approach?

 A trauma-informed approach recognizes how trauma affects 
memory, behavior, and communication. Prosecutors and advocates 
adjust their practices to reduce additional harm to victims while still 
gathering the information necessary to prosecute cases effectively.

Conclusion

The Child Protection Unit serves as a cornerstone of the 
prosecutor’s office, addressing both crimes against children and sex 
crimes against adults. By combining specialized training, strong 
partnerships, and a victim-centered philosophy, the unit works to ensure 
accountability for offenders while supporting survivors through some of 
the most difficult experiences of their lives.
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Your occupation is Our occupation
Sam Morgan & Greg Jones have a team of Employment Lawyers with 
decades of experience providing advice, counsel and representation to 
Employees and Employers in a wide variety of occupations, for:

Our team includes Senior Associate, Barbara Urlaub*, and Of counsel  
attorneys, David Kotzian*, Donald Gasiorek*, Raymond Carey*, and Paul Hines
*2024 Michigan Super Lawyers Honorees

Toll Free Phone: 888.421.9704 
Local: 248.865.0001
Locations: Farmington Hills, 
Sterling Heights, Downriver
www.work-lawyers.com

• Wrongful discharge cases, including breach of employment contract, 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation

• Non-payment of compensation disputes, including commission,  
bonus and incentive compensation arrangements, and FLSA violations

• Enforcement of equity award agreements and minority shareholder rights
• Defending against mobility-killing non-compete and  
non-solicitation contracts

• Separation agreement reviews and severance negotiations
• Drafting employment contracts
• HR counseling, defending against government investigations

Greg Jones
2024 Michigan Super Lawyers 
Rising Stars Honoree

Sam Morgan
2006 to 2024 Michigan 

Super Lawyers Honoree

Sam Morgan
David Kotzian

Donald Gasiorek
Ray Carey
Paul Hines

Sam Morgan
David Kotzian

Donald Gasiorek
Ray Carey
Paul Hines

 JorganM  ones
L A W Y E R S  F O R  T H E  W O R K P L A C E

 &
EXPERIENCED  
LITIGATION ASSOCIATE

FACILITATIONS, CASE EVALUATIONS UNDER 
NEW RULE 2.403 & ARBITRATIONS

THOMAS M. LIZZA

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
• 40 years personal injury litigation
• 18 years as a plaintiff attorney 
•  22 years as a defense attorney
•  Neutral Case Evaluator - Macomb County 
•  Neutral Case Evaluator - Wayne County
•  AV rating by Martindale Hubbell for more than 25 years    
    (highest rating in both legal ability and ethics)
• Completed more than 60 civil jury trials
• Experience in auto negligence, first party cases (PIP),  
   general negligence, premises liability, dramshop, medical  
   malpractice and 1983 excessive force cases.
IMMEDIATE SCHEDULING AVAILABILITY -IN PERSON OR ZOOM 
REASONABLE RATES - 39501 Garfield Rd., Clinton Twp., MI 48038

O: (586) 225-7200 • C: (248) 563-2391 • TOM@THOMASMLIZZAPC.COM

 

 

SSR   LAW 
EELLDDEERR  LLAAWW  &&  EESSTTAATTEE  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  

 DDeelliivveerriinngg  tthhee  55��SSttaarr  EExxppeerriieennccee  EEvveerryy  TTiimmee  ★★  

 

 

Medicaid 
Veterans Benefits 

Probate     

Estate Planning     
Trust Administration 
Special Needs Planning  

RReeffeerrrraall  FFeeeess  GGuuaarraanntteeeedd  
  
  

  
  

(586) 239�0871 
ssrlawoffice.com 
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14 First St., Mt. Clemens 586-850-8336trickeylawpllc@gmail.com

Facilitating Remotely

By Zoom, by Phone or by the Camaro’s WiFi
Charles Trickey III 

“Bringing a balanced career to Facilitations and Arbitrations”
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Minor Guardianships

Minor guardianships often arise at the intersection of 
probate and family law. Issues involving custody, parenting time, 
and parental fitness frequently overlap with guardianship 
proceedings, particularly when a parent is unable to provide care.

At its core, a minor guardianship provides a legally 
authorized adult to make decisions for the child, including 
matters related to education, medical care, and the child’s 
residence. Without that authority, caregivers such as 
grandparents may be unable to enroll a child in school,  
consent to medical treatment, or otherwise meet the child’s 
day-to-day needs.

Guardianships are governed by a separate chapter of 
Michigan’s probate code, the Estates and Protected Individuals 
Code (EPIC). Within that framework, minor guardianships 
contain specialized provisions. See MCL 700.5201 et seq. 

Whenever addressing a minor guardianship, one question 
remains central: what about the parents? In Michigan, when a 
custody dispute arises between a parent and a third party, 
including a grandparent, the law recognizes a presumption that 
placement with the parent is in the child’s best interests. This 
presumption is rebuttable but significant. 

Statutory Grounds for a Minor Guardianship

Probate courts do not permit third parties, even family 
members, to assume care of a minor without a statutory basis. A 
petitioner must plead and prove one of the grounds set forth in 
MCL 700.5204(2):

1. �The parental rights of both parents, or the surviving parent, 
are terminated or suspended by prior court order,  
death, judicial determination of incapacity, disappearance,  
or confinement.

2. �The parents permit the minor to reside with another person 
and fail to provide that person with legal authority for the 
child’s care, and the child is not residing with either parent 
when the petition is filed.

3. �The parents were never married, the custodial parent has 
died or is missing, and the surviving parent has not been 
granted custody. In this circumstance, the petitioner must 
be related to the minor within the fifth degree by blood, 
marriage, or adoption.

Petitions are typically filed using SCAO Form PC 651 
(Petition for Appointment of Guardian of Minor).

Our clients are often the child’s grandparents.

When Grandparents Petition for Guardianship

Grandparents usually seek guardianship when their own 
child is no longer able or willing to parent. In many cases, one or 
both parents struggle with substance abuse or are involved in 
the criminal justice system. Children’s Protective Services has 
often had prior involvement.

When Grandparents  
Serve as Guardians

By Timothy P. Flynn and  
Frank L. Briguglio, Clarkston Legal

Practice Pointers: 
Grandparent Guardianships 

•�Confirm the statutory basis 
Ensure one ground under MCL 
700.5204(2) is clearly supported 
before filing.

•�File a complete petition 
Use SCAO Form PC 651 and avoid 
omissions that delay the process.

•�Address the parental presumption 
Be prepared to present facts showing 
stability and best interests.

•�Plan for modification and longevity 
Advise clients that a parent may seek 
termination under MCL 700.5208, and 
discuss long-term planning, including 
successor caregivers.
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In recent matters, we have seen extreme circumstances. In 
one case, a mother died from a drug overdose, and her boyfriend 
filed for guardianship of her child. That petition was denied, 
and the maternal grandmother was appointed guardian. In 
another case, the mother was killed, and the father was 
incarcerated, leaving the grandparents to step in.

These cases reflect the reality that probate courts must 
balance statutory requirements with the child’s immediate 
stability and safety.

Grandparent Versus Parent

Once established, a minor guardianship is not permanent. 
A parent may petition to terminate or modify the guardianship 
under MCL 700.5208.

The parent retains the benefit of the presumption favoring 
parental custody. However, that presumption may be rebutted 
by evidence that termination of the guardianship is not in the 
child’s best interests.

As a practical matter, a parent often first seeks relief in the 
family division to establish or restore custody rights before 
pursuing modification in probate court. Courts expect a 
demonstrated pattern of stability, including sobriety, housing, 
employment, and appropriate relationships.

A common progression includes:

• Initial contact with the guardian

• Supervised parenting time

• Participation in counseling or treatment

• Gradual expansion of parenting time

Courts rely on verified progress, not promises. While the 
law allows parents an opportunity to reunify, the effort must be 
sustained and credible.

Long-Term Grandparent Guardianships

Some cases do not result in reunification. In those 
circumstances, grandparents must prepare for long-term 
caregiving.

This includes:

• Establishing a durable parenting structure

• �Addressing financial needs, including potential  
public benefits

• Coordinating estate planning to provide continuity of care

Guardians may also need to address succession planning  
in the event of their incapacity or death.

Even in successful reunification cases, the process  
often takes years and may involve setbacks. In other cases, a 
parent may attempt to reengage but ultimately withdraw.  
These outcomes carry consequences for both the child and  
the grandparents, who must often step into a sustained  
parental role.
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EastsideLawyers.com  •  877-Eastside 
12900 Hall Road, Suite 330 • Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Proven Results for your Client Referrals
Personal Injury Lawyers

FRASER FRASER && SOUWEIDANE  SOUWEIDANE P.C. P.C. 
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The Annual Meeting 2026
EST. 1906

MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION
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Ford House       May 19th, 2026
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LEAGUE SOFTBALL

Mount Clemens Lawyers League Softball.  

Games begin Wednesday, June 24th.  

Players needed – contact Justin Vande Vrede at lawyerjustin@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

UPCOMING SEMINARS
EST. 1906

MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION TYPE:  MACOMB, LAPEER, ST. CLAIR  unless otherwise stated 
Register at https://cdam.wildapricot.org

EVIDENCE BOOT CAMP F
June 11, 2026  |  8:30 AM

Doubletree by Hilton  |  Grand Rapids Airport
REGISTRATION CODE: TBD

TRILOGY, TRIADS AND TRIUMPH: 
THE PERSUASIVE POWER OF THREE

June 11, 2026  |  12:30 PM
Doubletree by Hilton  |  Grand Rapids Airport

REGISTRATION CODE: TBD

You won’t see our names on TV or on a Billboard 
We would rather put our names on a REFERRAL FEE CHECK

Thomas, Garvey & McKenna 
Referral Based Personal Injury Practice • (586) 779-7810

We have paid referral fees in excess of  
ONE MILLION DOLLARS - Twice

A third Macomb County referral lawyer received 
$850,000.00

MACOMB COUNTY PROSECUTOR

PETER J. LUCIDO
PROTECTOR OF 

THE PEOPLE

JOIN THE MACOMB COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S 
OFFICE EMAIL NEWSLETTER

• Learn about New Policies and Procedures
• What’s Going on in the Prosecutor’s Office
• Prosecutor and Staff Updates
• Recent Convictions and Sentencings
• Stay Informed

SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE MACOMB PROSECUTOR

EMAIL NEWSLETTER





Macomb County Bar Association
40 N. Main St., Suite 435
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

MacombBar.org

Personal or PAC contributions should be made payable to: 
CTE Peter J. Lucido for Prosecutor

Deadline to send checks by mail:  
Thursday, July 9, 2026  /  Or pay at the door

Mail to: CTE Peter J. Lucido for Prosecutor,  
6303 26 Mile Road, Suite 203, Washington Township, MI 48094

To purchase tickets online:
https://secure.anedot.com/cte-peter-j-lucido-for-prosecutor/birthday

No Corporate Checks
Questions: (855) 758-2436  

or peterjlucido@peterjlucido.com 
Maximum contribution by an individual or PAC is $8,325 per election

Paid for by the CTE Peter J. Lucido for Prosecutor,  
6303 26 Mile Road, Suite 203, Washington Township, MI 48094

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
address

____________________________________________________________
City      state   Zip

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
employer’s address

____________________________________________________________

$200 - per guest
– Sponsorship levels –

$2,000 Bronze Sponsorship (One table of 10 guests)

$4,000 Silver Sponsorship (Two tables of 10 guests)

$6,000 Gold Sponsorship (Three tables of 10 guests)

$8,325 Platinum Sponsorship (Five tables of 10 guests)

Peter J. Lucido
– MACOMB COUNTY PROSECUTOR –

Thursday, July 16, 2026 • 5:30 - 7:30 PM
The Palazzo Grande

54660 Van Dyke, Shelby TownShip, Mi – SouTh of 25 Mile RoaD

HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES • OPEN PREMIUM BAR • DINNER / DESSERTS

Don’t Miss This!
Pete’s Patriotic Birthday Party 

Celebrating America’s 250th

– Wear Patriotic Attire –
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