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FACILITATIONS, CASE EVALUATIONS UNDER
NEW RULE 2403 & ARBITRATIONS

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

* 40 years personal injury litigation

* 18 years as a plaintiff attorney

® 22 years as a defense attorney

 Neutral Case Evaluator - Macomb County

* Neutral Case Evaluator - Wayne County

e AV rating by Martindale Hubbell for more than 25 years
(highest rating in both legal ability and ethics)

* Completed more than 60 civil jury trials

* Experience in auto negligence, first party cases (PIP),
general negligence, premises liability, dramshop, medical
malpractice and 1983 excessive force cases.

IMMEDIATE SCHEDULING AVAILABILITY -IN PERSON OR ZOOM
REASONABLE RATES - 39501 Garfield Rd., Clinton Twp., MI 48038 THOMAS M. LIZZA
O: (586) 225-7200 - C: (248) 563-2391 - TOMeTHOMASMLIZZAPC.COM

SSR ||| LAW

ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING

Referral Fees Guaranteed

Medicaid | Estate Planning
Veterans Benefits | Trust Administration

Probate | Special Needs Planning

(586) 239-0871

ssrlawoffice.com



Bar Briefs

IN THIS ISSUE:

2 New Year, New You, New Us
By Ryan Zemke, President of the Macomb Bar Association

3 2023 Achievements and Accomplishments
By the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office

7 What Never Changes
By Aaron J. Hall, Editor-In-Chief

8 SCOTUS Hears Argument on Domestic Violence Gun Ban
By Timothy P. Flynn and Frank L. Briguglio, Clarkston Legal

10 Warner Moves to New Macomb County Office
Press Release, Warner Norcross + Judd

14 The 2023 Holiday Party — Photo Spread

16 Classifieds

Macomb Bar Association
Macomb County Circuit Court Building
40 North Main St., Suite 435 ¢« Mount Clemens, Ml 48043-1037
(586) 468-2940 ¢ MacombBar.org

MB

MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION
EST. 1906

Editor's Note: The opinions expressed in Bar Briefs do not reflect the official position of the MCBA,
nor does this publication constitute an endorsement of the views expressed. Bar Briefs (ISSNO886-506X)
is published monthly by the Macomb County Bar Association. Copyright 2024 by the Macomb County

Bar Association. Periodical class postage paid at Royal Oak Ml 48043. POSTMASTER: Send address
correction to MCBA Bar Briefs, 40 North Main St., Suite 435, Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043-1037.

Macomb County
Bar Association

2023-2024
Board of Directors

President
Ryan Zemke
(586) 569-7814

President-Elect
Dana Freers

(586) 795-4150

Secretary
James Spagnuolo
(586) 225-7200

Immediate Past President
Lori Smith
(586) 726-1000

Treasurer
Farrah Ramdayal-Howard
(586) 239-0871

Directors

Sean Blume

(855) 588-4352
Jenna M. Bommarito
(586) 685-2552
Hon. John Chmura
(586) 574-4925
Sherriee Detzler
(586) 254-0089
Erin Freers-Cole
(586)-795-4150
Aaron J. Hall

(586) 469-7293
Laura Polizzi

(586) 422-0700
Chase Robl

(586) 954-9500

Bryan A. Sunisloe
(586) 463-0300

Young Lawyers Section Chair
Michael “Mickey” McCullough IT
(248) 746-4064

Women Lawyers Association of
Michigan - Macomb Region

Lori Smith
(586) 726-1000

Macomb Bar Admin Team

Member Services Director
Samantha Jones
SJones@MacombBar.org

Editor in Chief
Aaron J. Hall




New Year, New You, New Us

By Ryan Zemke, President of the Macomb Bar Association

Welcome to 2024!

A new year brings us an opportunity to reevaluate
things, reconfigure our paths, and recalibrate our compass
to get on a path to achieve our goals. So many of you
probably welcomed the new year by setting goals, both
personal and professional, and made resolutions to help
achieve those goals.

The most common new year’s resolutions usually
involve exercise and weight loss, while others want to
learn new hobbies or spend more time with their family
and friends. No matter what you set out to do, the
changing of the calendar year gives you a fresh slate and
perhaps a convenient excuse to
make the changes that maybe
you have been putting off for
far too long.

The Chinese Horoscope
labels 2024 as the year of the
dragon. More specifically, 2024
is the year of the wood dragon
which means that we should
expect to see growth, progress,
and perhaps abundance. It was
seen as an ideal time for fresh

starts and laying the ground-
work for lasting success and the
foundation for long-term achievements. While I certainly
hope that this is true for each of you, I also believe that this
will be true for our bar association as a whole.

As our association says goodbye to 2023 and a year
of transition, we welcome 2024 and a year of new
beginnings. Your board of directors continues to make
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2024 is the year of
the wood dragon,
which means that we
should expect to see
growth, progress, and

perhaps abundance.

progress finding the next executive director of the
MCBA with a focus on finding the right fit to lead the
organization into the future based on the feedback
that has been provided by our membership. Rather
than rush to make a hire as fast as possible, the board
has put significant effort into working to find the
proper fit.

While that process may have led to some frustration
and minor bumps in the road over the past few months,
the long term benefits will be well worth the wait. Surely,
the bar association will have a list of new year’s resolutions
for the new director to strive
towards just as many of you
have set for yourselves.

The board continues to
engage with our membership
about what new year’s
resolutions you would like to
see for the MCBA in 2024.
Your feedback is vital to
shaping the future of the
organization and providing
guidance to our future leaders.

Please reach out to myself
or other board members so that
we can hear your ideas. Together, we can create a bar
association that will continue to grow and be successful for
the profession and the public for generations to come. I
wish you all the best with your own new year’s resolutions
and look forward to working with you to help the MCBA

reach ours as well.

January 2024



2023 Achievements and Accomplishments

By the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office

The Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office
successfully fulfilled its goals thanks to the Board of
Commissioners. We were facing numerous challenges
including school threats, gun violence, domestic abuse, and
mental health issues and the office has initiated programs
to tackle all of these issues. In 2023, we also exonerated
an innocent man through the Conviction Integrity Unit,
collected more money for Macomb County children
in back child support than ever before, exceeded all
expectations in securing grant funding, reached tens of
thousands of seniors to prevent financial crimes, improved
the office processes and procedures, and we are eager to
achieve further progress in 2024.

Successful prosecutions: The Macomb County
Prosecutor’s Office successfully prosecuted murders,
rapists, thieves and other criminals throughout 2023.

More child support collected for Macomb
County children: Under the direction of Prosecutor
Peter J. Lucido, the Family Support Division has instituted
a program with Felony Non-support cases. As a result, the
office has successfully collected over $501,864.82 in 2023,
channeling much-needed money towards the support and
care of the county’s children.

Child support collection program: Prosecutor
Lucido coordinated a child support collection program for
parents who owe child support ordered through Macomb
County Circuit Court. This program is a targeted effort
to offer a fresh opportunity to parents who are behind on
their child support payments, allowing them to rectify
their obligations without legal consequences.

More grants, more access to justice: The Macomb
County Prosecutor’s Office has exceeded its expectations
in securing grant funding, thanks to the support
from the Macomb County Board of Commissioners.
Prosecutor Lucido’s foresight in hiring a professional grant
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coordinator has resulted in the acquisition of over $2.5
million in grants, at the cost of only $35,000.

School threats are taken seriously: in 2023,
The Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office zero tolerance
policy resulted in 108 charges of communicating a threat
of terrorism (20 year felony), calling in a bomb threat
(four year felony), threatening violence against a school,
employee or students (one year felony), or malicious use of
a phone or computer (six month misdemeanor).

Conviction Integrity Unit exonerates innocent
man: On March 20,2023, after an extensive investigation
and file review by the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office
Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU), Prosecutor Peter J.
Lucido asked the court to release Mack Howell from the
Michigan Department of Corrections after serving 7.5
years of a 25-50 year sentence.

First appeal filed to the U.S. Supreme Court:
In October 2023, the Prosecutor’s Office filed its first
Wit of Certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court Circuit
Court, in the case of People of the State of Michigan v
Anthony Joseph Veach.

Senior SCAMS: Prosecutor Lucido’s “Stopping
Crimes Against Macomb Seniors” SCAMS program
has delivered booklets to Macomb County seniors.
Prosecutor Lucido and staff have also conducted 85
SCAMS presentations in Macomb County for various
groups and organizations.

Big dollars in restitution paid to victims:
The Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office Consumer
Protection Unit has successfully secured over $500,000
in restitution this year, marking a significant milestone
in the fight against financial crimes in Macomb County.
Under the leadership of Prosecutor Lucido, the Consumer
Protection Unit has achieved a commendable feat by
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ensuring that victims of various financial crimes are
compensated for their losses.

Macomb County Prosecutor seeks mental health
evaluations on gun charges: Macomb County Prosecutor
Peter J. Lucido announced a two-step plan to address
gun crimes: requesting a mental health evaluation as a
condition of bond for felony gun suspects, and no plea
bargains that eliminate felonies on assaultive gun charges.
In 2020, the year before Lucido took office, felony firearm
was charged 146 times. In 2023, it was charged 432 times.
In 2020, the year before Lucido took office, carrying a
concealed weapon without a license was charged 434
times. In 2023, the five-year felony was charged 533 times.

Prosecutors prosecuted, even though it took
more effort per case: With more than 650,000 pieces
of digital evidence in the system, the volume of digital
evidence is higher than it’s ever been, and keeps growing.

“Knocking Violence Out of My School” Video
Competition: Prosecutor Lucido implemented the
second annual “Knocking Violence Out of My School”
video competition, giving students the opportunity to
talk peer to peer about how they feel about school threats,
violence, weapons, and bullying.

Domestic Violence Awareness Campaign:
Prosecutor Lucido’s Office created a Domestic Violence
Awareness campaign including a social media series, print
resources and community outreach to educate citizens on
what is domestic violence, what happens if you report the
abuse, and resources available.

Stopping violence in schools campaign: In 2023,
Prosecutor Lucido provided a “Stopping Violence in
Schools: What Parents and Students Need to Know”
campaign that includes print and online materials and
assistant prosecutors going into the schools and talking to
students about threats, violence, weapons and bullying.

Paperless crime victim rights: Prosecutor Lucido
implemented the county’s first paperless system for crime
victims to request rights and notification. Crime victims
may now request victim information via text message, or
entirely online via the Prosecutor’s Office Website.

Police training provided: Prosecutor Lucido
sent assistant prosecutors to law enforcement agencies in
Macomb County and provided 31 training sessions.

Collaboration with law enforcement: The
Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office has conducted five

4 MACOMBBAR.ORG

Detective Meetings in 2023. This collaboration between
law enforcement and the Prosecutor’s Office is another
example of working together to protect our community.

New case management system improved
transparency and efficiency: Prosecutor Lucido’s office
implemented a cutting-edge case management system in
just eight months, leaving behind a decades-old system.

Internship Program Grows: In 2023, the Macomb
County Prosecutor’s Office had 32 Law school student
interns that participated in courtroom proceedings and
gained invaluable experience and 67 undergraduate
interns that learned about the criminal justice system.

Macomb County Circuit Court specialty courts:
Macomb County Circuit Court has specialty treatment
courts in which the prosecutor’s ofhice participates.

In 2023, Prosecutor Lucido’s Office worked with 7
participants in Mental Health Court, 23 in Drug Court,
18 in Sobriety Court, 7 in Swift and Sure Sanctions
Probation Program, and 10 in Veterans Treatment Court.

Peanut the prosecutor: In January 2023, the
Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office added a new
addition to the office with Peanut the Prosecutor, a
therapy dog that came from the Canine Advocacy
Program in connection with CARE House to help
survivors of trauma participate in the Criminal Justice
System. No tax dollars are used to care for Peanut.

Providing comfort to abused children: The
Crime Victim Advocate Unit revamped the office’s
kids room and made it more inviting and more geared
towards a child’s mindset, especially when being asked
uncomfortable topics.

Major Crimes Unit: Prosecutor Lucido created
the Major Crimes Unit with the top major crime assistant
prosecutors to work major crimes and train more assistant
prosecutors, resulting in more access to justice by victims
of major crimes.

Providing transparency: Under Prosecutor Lucido,
the Communications Department created transparency
by delivering over 200 press releases, implemented a new
prosecutor’s department website, created interactive
monthly email newsletters, and created numerous social
media campaigns to keep the public informed.

Warrant appeals unit: Prosecutor Lucido created
the Warrant Appeals Division so that if a victim or police
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officer is not satisfied with a denied warrant, they can
ask for a review of the warrant request from the Warrant
Appeals Division. In 2023, 13 warrants were reviewed
and 11 are still in review.

Special prosecutions: Under Prosecutor Lucido’s
direction, the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office has
prosecuted Macomb County Officials, police officers, and
the community equally and fairly.

“Hero Award” tells students and teachers a hero
walks among them: The Macomb County Prosecutor’s
Office gave out four hero awards in 2023.

Macomb County Prosecutor ties office record
for national awards: The Prosecutor’s Office
received seven 2023 National Association of Counties
Achievement Awards in the category of Criminal Justice
and Public Safety.

Prosecutor of the Year Award: Michigan Chapter
of the International Association of Arson Investigators
(MIAATI), a professional association of fire investigation
experts, awarded Assistant Prosecuting Attorney and
Chief of Trials Sian Hengeveld the Prosecutor of the Year
Award for 2023, after a five day jury trial on a murder and
arson case.

MCBA'’S Diversity & Inclusion

Future Meeting Schedule

Every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 5:00 pm, for about 1.5 hour

Location:

O’Reilly Rancilio

12900 Hall Road, Suite 310 | Sterling Heights, MI 48313
Any location change for a future meeting will be communicated via email blast in advance

July 19, 2023 November 15, 2023 March 20, 2024
August 16, 2023 December 20, 2023 April 17,2024
September 20, 2023 January 17, 2024 May 15, 2024
October 18, 2023 February 21, 2024 June 19, 2024

SUBSTANCE ABUSE EVALUATIONS

Substance abuse evaluations for Court,
Probation, and Driver’s License Restoration

Alexis Brown, MA, LPC, CAADC

Clinical Therapist

(586) 232-5395

alexisbrown@optimumevaluations.com

www.optimumevaluations.com
22725 Greater Mack Ave., Ste. 301B | St. Clair Shores, Ml 48080

FRASER & SOUWEIDANE rc.

Personal Injury Lawyers

Proven Results for your Client Referrals

12900 Hall Road, Suite 330 « Sterling Heights, Ml 48313
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Mediation. Arbitration. Independent Investigations.

Decades of Experience From Both Sides of Employment Litigation

Donald Gasiorek, Sam Morgan,
Raymond Carey, and David Kotzian.
Recognized for Excellencein 2021
for Employment Litigation

by Super Lawyers, and

U.S. News and World Report
“Best Law Firms” and

rated “A-V Preeminent”

by Martindale-Hubbell.

GASIOREK MORGAN Toll Free: 888.421.9704

LAWYERS FOR THE WORKPLACE Local: 248.865.0001

FARMINGTON HILLS | STERLING HEIGHTS | DOWNRIVER www.work-lawyers.com

GET DAVID GET PAID

(Your Referral Fee)

AUTO ACCIDENT INJURY
REFERRALS

Referral Fees Guaranteed
in Writing

C. FEMMININEO

Femminineo Law
Call or text DAVID directly 24/7 with your referral

986.940.1555
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What Never Changes

By Aaron J. Hall, Editor-In-Chief

“Change captures our attention because
it’s surprising and exciting. But the behaviors
that never change are history’s most powerful
lessons, because they preview what to expect
in the future. Your future. Everyone’s future.”
Morgan Housel has done it again.

It’s January and the clickbait is the same
as ever. So many articles at the beginning of the
year highlight the noble prospect of change.
Why shouldn’t we use this opportunity as a
reset? We say to ourselves, “This is the year 'm
finally going to give up sugar” But Housel’s
new book is about the exact opposite. If you're
unsure what to purchase with your shiny

Ever

A GUIDE TO WHAT NEVER CHANGES

MORGAN
HOUSEL

Bestselling author of The Py of Mona

essential skill of issue-spotting, yet we often
spend far too much time pontificating on the
superfluous. This is a reason the appellate courts
place time limits on oral arguments. But some

things never change. We are human. We want
to show everything that we know, even if it is
irrelevant to our case. This isn’t new. As a wise
and experienced attorney reminded members

_ of the YLS recently, “Long before Zoom virtual
waiting rooms, we were still waiting for other
attorneys in the physical courtroom.”

Although the courts were closed a
few days over the holidays, ’'m sure many

Amazon gift cards following the holiday season,

I highly recommend the incredible new book, Same As Ever: A
Guide to What Never Changes. Housel is the best-selling author
of The Psychology of Money: Timeless Lessons on Wealth, Greed,
and Happiness. In this follow up, he does not let down his
more than four million readers. “No matter who you are, where
you're from, how old you are, or how much money you make,
there are timeless lessons from human behavior that are some of
the most important things you can ever learn.”

The book contains nuggets of wisdom and chronicles
from important figures like Warren Buffet, Charlie Munger,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Martin Luther King, Jr. There are
accounts of triumphs and failures from athletes, politicians,
lawyers, titans of business, and medical professionals. Filled
with twenty-three brief insightful chapters, the book can be
read in any order. A couple of my favorites include “Trying
Too Hard” and “Casualties of Perfection.” These passages are
especially relevant for attorneys.

Our profession is overwrought with needless complexity.
Housel writes that “complexity sells better,” but “there are
no points awarded for difficulty.” Being too “attracted to
complexity” can “backfire spectacularly” This is true for trial
strategy, oral arguments, brief writing, and dealing with litigants.
Simplicity is the key to success—but that’s easier said than done.
A popular Mark Twain quote comes to mind: “I didn’t have
time to write a short letter, so I wrote a long one instead.” Is
this the reason why we’re stuck in Zoom waiting rooms for
longer than actually necessary? Cases become unnecessarily
complicated and deviate from the key issues. We know the
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(especially those who traveled) feel as though
we could use a vacation from our vacation.
Housel highlights the importance of vacation. With all the
technological advances, do attorneys ever truly get away? We
must disconnect to reset. But how can we do that as the cases
need attention? Upcoming trials. Motion deadlines. What
about billable hour targets? Housel writes, “Many people strive
for efficient lives, where no hour is wasted. But an overlooked
skill that doesn’t get enough attention is the idea that wasting
time can be a good thing.” Housel observes that when we
return from a true vacation, we often have a clearer approach
to the biggest decisions in our lives. This is why experiencing
Pure Michigan (or escaping from the depths of the polar
vortex to someplace warm and humid) matters. However,

we are so afraid of wasted time. Our profession, like many
other “thought jobs,” can superficially reward us for being
workaholics, but there is more than just the office. Housel
puts it this way: many “thought jobs basically never stop, and
without structuring time to think and be curious you wind up
less efficient during the hours that are devoted to sitting at your
desk cranking out work.”

Not long ago, a skilled trial attorney informed some
of the MCBA that he regularly came up with his best and
most creative ideas for opening statements and closing
arguments while walking his dog. He wasn’t behind his desk.
He set aside time to “waste,” but it proved to be the most
productive. So in 2024, perhaps we can increase our value by
allowing ourselves to be curious. We know this to be true. Itis
“self-evident.” It never changes.
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SCOTUS Hears Argument on

Domestic Violence Gun Ban

By Timothy P. Flynn and
Frank L. Briguglio, Clarkston Legal

Clarkston

Legal @

The Supreme Court of the United States recently heard
oral arguments on a case involving a federal law that disqualifies
individuals under a domestic protective order from possessing
firearms. The majority of the justices seemed reluctant to strike
down the federal law. We have tracked this case since SCOTUS
granted certiorari on the last day of its term back in June. The
case will have huge implications for our nation’s second
amendment jurisprudence.

Texan Zackey Rahimi came within the injunctive powers
of the federal law, 18 USC 922(g)(8), when he assaulted his
then girlfriend with whom he has a minor child. Rahimi was
also a suspect in several shootings. When local law enforcement
searched his home, they found weapons resulting in his charges
under the above-referenced federal gun ban.

Rahimi challenged the constitutionality of the federal
law pursuant to the SCOTUS holding in New York Rifle &
Pistol Assn v Bruen, 597 US 1; 142 S Ce 2111;213 LEd 2d
387 (2022), the most recent seminal second amendment case.
The Bruen Court ruled that gun restrictions should only be
upheld when there is a “tradition of such regulations” in our
nation’s history; a “well-established and representative
analogue” to the challenged law.

Even the conservative justices seemed to acknowledge
that domestic violence is dangerous and places its victims in the
path of injury or death. During the argument, however, the
conservative justices, Roberts and Coney Barrett in particular,
inquired about the degrees of dangerous conduct and fretted
about how to parse certain conduct.

For her part, Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar
asserted the basic concept that the challenged federal statute
was a “clear application” of the principle “that you can disarm
dangerous people.” Seems simple enough to us over here at
Clarkston Legal.

Rahimi’s lawyer faced a tough reception from the
justices; he had a tough client to represent. Justice Roberts
asked him: “[y]ou don’t have any doubt that your client is a
dangerous person, do you?” Someone that, no doubrt, is
ineligible to possess a firearm.
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The discourse touched on certain categories of citizens
that are ineligible to possess weapons: convicted felons,
mentally ill persons, and persons possessing weapons with their
serial numbers removed, among others. The central issue in the
case is whether persons subject to domestic violence injunctive

orders should be included in the list of disqualified individuals.

Michigan’s Governor Whitmer is expected to sign a state
bill into law that mirrors 18 USC 922(g)(8); the challenged
tederal law in Rahimi, on the very day of oral arguments in
Washington DC. The Michigan law disqualifies any person
convicted of “a misdemeanor involving domestic violence”; the
disqualification lasts for 8-years from the successfully
completed term of incarceration or probation.

This new law ties into the recently enacted package of
“red flag” gun laws here in Michigan. One of the components
of this package is the Extreme Risk Protection Order Act. This
act, signed by the governor in May, allows specified individuals
(a spouse or someone with whom a person shares a child) to
file a civil action requesting a circuit court to file an Extreme
Risk Protection Order. If the court determines that such an
order is necessary — because the individual is determined to
pose a risk to himself or others through the possession of a
weapon — issuance of the ERPO would prohibit the individual
from the possession of a firearm.

There has been much speculation here in Michigan that,
like the federal domestic violence gun ban, this law will be sub-
jected to immediate constitutional scrutiny. Some counties have
already indicated their unwillingness to enforce this new law.

The legislative intent behind both the federal and state
law gun bans is the prevention of domestic violence. Studies
used to pass the laws indicate that victims of domestic violence
suffer much greater harm, including death, when the
perpetrator possesses a weapon.

Clarkston Legal is a group of attorneys practicing in the
areas of Family Law, Probate and Criminal Defense centrally
located in Northern Oakland County The firm is only minutes
away from Oakland County Circuit Court and practicing in
all adjacent counties.
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$9.7 Million Macomb Wrongful Death Verdict (april 2023)
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Legal Insights from \NY Warner Norcross +Judd

Warner Moves to New
Macomb County Office

With a population of 881,000 and growing, a national
leadership position in the I'T and cybersecurity industries, and a
strong foundation of automotive suppliers, defense contractors
and health care service providers, Macomb County is pushing the
accelerator on growth and success.

“That’s why we knew we had to do the same thingat
Warner Norcross + Judd, for ourselves, for the community and for
our clients, to provide a new office in sync with the growth and
success of this dynamic community,” said Matt Casey, executive
partner of Warner Norcross + Judd’s Macomb County ofhice.

One of Michigan’s largest law firms, Warner has a long
history serving Macomb County’s diverse business community
and opened the firm’s first Macomb office in 2006. The firm’s
newest office suite at 12900 Hall Road in Sterling Heights
features approximately 20 attorney offices, three private
conference rooms and informal gathering spaces. It’s a place where
clients and their attorneys can collaborate on new ideas and
problem solving, on doing all the things that need to be done to
keep their own businesses secure and successful.

“Macomb County is a thriving community with consistent
population growth, incredible natural resources and a strong,
collaborative business sector,” Casey said. “Yet the county is
underserved by professional service providers needed to support
its growth and industries. Warner’s office is staffed by many
lifelong Macomb residents like me, who are fully invested in the
county’s success and who know how to get things done. We're
hoping to attract more attorneys who share our excitement and
want to help Warner build on its history here.”

With 230 attorneys statewide, Warner represents more
than 7,000 organizations and individuals, including Fortune 500
companies, second-stage growth businesses, entrepreneurial
startups, individuals and families from across the country and
around the globe. Warner is the only major law firm to have offices
in Oakland, Macomb and Wayne counties.

Attorneys in the Macomb office are active in acrospace and
defense, automotive, cannabis, construction, corporate, financial
institutions, higher ed, infrastructure and public-private
partnerships, intellectual property, litigation, mergers and
acquisitions, trusts and estates, real estate, supply chain and more.

The Macomb office is home to the firm’s well-respected
Emerging Media and Technology Industry Group. The U.S.
Congress sought Warner’s advice when it called partner Brian
Wassom to prepare for its first hearings on augmented reality.
Several attorneys are also steeped in traditional media law, first
amendment, copyright, cybersecurity, privacy and trademark law,
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providing a broader context for understanding the legal doctrines
that govern newer media as well.

“Warner is a sophisticated, go-to law firm for clients in
dozens of industries who have complex legal needs,” Wassom said.
“Lawyers in our Macomb office have broad national and
international practices and benefit from Warner’s full-service
capabilities and deep bench strength. The fact that the Macomb
office is five minutes from my home adds a quality-of-life element
that I couldn’t get anywhere else.”

Macomb attorneys participated on the Warner team that
served as legal counsel to nearby Bay City as it structured several
agreements to rehabilitate two city-owned drawbridges that span
the Saginaw River. Considered to be the first of its kind of
public-private partnership in Michigan, the complex lease
agreements required approvals from the Federal Highway
Administration, Michigan Department of Transportation and
other state and local authorities.

Warner attorneys also recently served as legal counsel to
Calumet Electronics as the company secured nearly $50 million in
federal and state support to scale up manufacturing for a first-of-
its-kind printed circuit board factory. Calumet, which works
closely with the US. Department of Defense, is an award-winning
engineering and manufacturing company that produces
sophisticated printed circuit boards and recently developed the
ability to manufacture packaged substrates critical to the
semiconductor ecosystem.

Outside of the office, Warner attorneys are active in the
community, sitting on numerous boards, volunteering and
supporting an array of business, recreation, cultural and
nonprofit causes.

“I'm honored to be a longtime board member for
Advancing Macomb,” Casey said. “Our mission is to mobilize
collective assets to solve community challenges to create
opportunities for the County. It’s a role that has brought me in
contact with many invested Macomb leaders and helps me stay
connected to important matters that impact us all.”

Warner’s new suite in the Sterling Town Center is designed
to be convenient, efficient and welcoming. Enhanced security,
cutting-edge technology and convenient parking will help to
create an engaging and welcoming atmosphere for attorneys, staff
and clients.

“We're excited to build on our past success and to play an
even more significant role in Macomb’s highly promising future,”
Casey said. “We're proud to be part of Macomb. Any time we can
help, we will”
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Hon.Mark Switalski rer)

Mediation, Facilitation & Arbitration

Switalski Law:

A judicial career spanning

30+ years with family, criminal
and civil law dockets.

Years of verdicts and negotiated
settlements allowing parties

to be invested in the outcome.

586-493-9000

mark@switalskilaw.com ’ www.switalskilaw.com

Facilitating Remotely
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By Zoom, by Phone or by the Camaro’s Wiki

Charles Trickey I

“Bringing a balanced career to Facilitations and Arbitrations™
14 First St., Mt. Clemens trickeylawpllc@gmail.com 586-850-8336
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FORENSIC POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS
J. P. Carey Consulting, Inc.
CRIMINAL SUSPECT TESTING « CIVIL STATEMENT VERIFICATION
FAMILY LAW & INSURANCE ISSUES RELATED TO DIVORCE, CUSTODY, ARBITRATION
J. Paul Carey
Certified Forensic Polygraph Examiner
Retired Detective/Polygraph Examiner, Sterling Heights Police Department
Member:

American Polygraph Association
Michigan Association of Polygraph Examiners

Sterritt Office Plaza, 45100 Sterritt, Suite 102, Utica, MI 48317

(Northwest of M-59 & M-53) (586) 323-9620

NURSING HOME - ASSISTED LIVING - ADULT FOSTER CARE

ABUSE & NEGLECT

Olsman MacKenzie
Peacock & Wallace

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS

JEFF

| ALBERTJ.D

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
CATASTROPHIC INJURIES
BI RTH TRAUMA Bedsores Head Injuries ssgﬁgﬁfﬁs PAID

Falls & Fractures  Death

WRO N GF U L D EATH Medication Errors ~ Wandering & Elopement gﬁﬁé%?;m BIREES

Chokmg F|nanC|aI_ Exploitation PROUDLY SERVING THE
Restraints Amputation ENTIRE STATE OF MICHIGAN.

AI be '1 J (] D ib, E Sq ] 2684 W. Eleven Mile Rd. - Berkley, MI 48072 . 248-591-2300

JeH:erson Law Center www.nursing-homelawyers.com
25615 Jefferson
St. Clair Shores, Ml 48081 bens Lebuc

District Court Judge, Retired
drleduc586@gmail.com

(586) 270‘40] 0 586-265-5999

denisleduc.com
ADib@JeffersonLawCenter.com

www.JeffersonLawCenter.com DENIS LEDuc. LLC

MEDIATION, FACILITATION, & ARBITRATION

REFERRAL FEES HONORED 12900 Hall Road., Ste. 310 51543 Van Dyke Av.

AVAILABLE TO LITIGATE PENDING CASES Sterling Heights, Ml 48313 Shelby Twp., Ml 48316
Office: 586-997-6484 Phone: 586-265-5999
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THE MACOMB COUNTY BAR
FOUNDATION WILL BE HOSTING
THE MICHIGAN CENTER FOR CIVIC
EDUCATION’S

MOCK TRIAL
COMPETITION
ON SATURDAY

MARCH 2, 2024

MICHIGAN
M | B CENTER
FOR
| [cvie
EDUCATION

MACOME BAR FOUNDATION
REGISTRATION AND DETAILS TO FOLLOW
PLEASE CONTACT LSMITH@ORLAW.COM WITH
QUESTIONS OR TO PRE-REGISTER

M B

MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION

EST. 1906

UPCOMING SEMINARS

REGISTRATION TYPE: MACOMB, LAPEER, ST. CLAIR unless otherwise stated

CRIMINAL DEFEMSE ATTORMEYS
of MICHIGAN

Register at https://cdam.wildapricot.org

2024 CDAM
SPRING CONFERENCE

March 8-9, 2024 9:00am
Auburn Hills Marriott
3600 Centerpoint Parkway, Pontiac MI
REGISTRATION CODE: TBA

To report your CLE hours, please send a digital copy of the
cerlificate to Samantha Jones at sjones@macombbar.org

Metro Detroit Injury Law, PLLC
(downtown Mt. Clemens)

Now accepting your personal injury, wrongful
death and medical malpractice
case referrals

Dan Beck
dbeck@mdil.net

(586) 468-6345

Excellent verdicts and settlements since 1991
Michigan Super Lawyer since 2011

D Business - Top Attorneys

Hour Detroit - Best Personal Injury Lawyers
American Board of Trial Advocates member
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb case evaluator
18 consecutive jury trial wins

www.mdil.net

January 2024
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Macomb County Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section Presents

The 2023 Holldqy Party

MACOMBBAR.ORG January 2024
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Dr. Ronald Fenton & Associates

Mental Health /

Risk Assessments

The Macomb County Prosecutor
has instituted a policy

regarding gun crimes.

In order to be eligible for a plea
bargain, the defendant must submit
a Mental Health / Risk Assessment

performed by a qualified licensed

psychologist or other evaluator.

Our psychologists are approved
to perform these assessments

by the prosecutor office.

We are now offering this service

to defense attorneys.

Call us at

(586) 286-5870

for further information.

Dr. Ronald Fenton & Associates

8344 Hall Road, #209
Utica, Michigan 48317

16 MACOMBBAR.ORG

CLASSIFIED ADS

OFFICE SPACE

BRAND NEW OFFICE SPACE - Northern Macomb/St. Clair County
RICHMOND MI: New space now being built out. Perfect for a lawyer
doing: DIVORCE/FAMILY LAW, SOCIAL SECURITY/DISABILITY, REAL
ESTATE, BANKRUPTCY. | do not practice in any of those areas.
Significant referral opportunities in a growing community.

Call Jon Frank at (248) 703-5701, or email at jfrankesq@comcast.net

Available - Two large offices in a law office suite located at 19 Mile
and Garfield with 8 established attorneys. Amenities include a
full time receptionist, copier/printer/scanner/fax, telephone and
internet, secretarial units, and kitchen.

For inquiries call (586) 263-1600.

Professional office space. 15’ X 13 office with windows. Professionally
decorated common space with building receptionist, four conference
rooms, copy room, kitchen and storage room above 6926 sq ft. office
space. Exterior is brick ranch. 44444 Mound Rd, Suite 100, Sterling
Heights, Ml 48314 Contact Ellen Mroczka 586-795-2375.

Private Law Offices for Lease. Starting at $ 300/ Month.
2 Crocker Blvd - Free Parking. Call Ted 586-610-7591

REFERRALS

SOCIAL SECURITY and WORKERS COMPENSATION - Casazza Law
Offices - 140 years plus of combined experience with Social Security
Disability and Workers Compensation claims. Offices in Southfield
and Mt. Clemens. Referral Fees. Call Gene Casazza at

(586) 468-4400 or email Gene@Casazzalaw.com

SERVICES

PROBATE SUPPORT SPECIALISTS, LLC is now serving as
professional fiduciaries for your clients who have no family or

are estranged from family; we accept appointments as Trustee,
Trust Director, Trust Protector, Special Needs Trustee, Durable
Power of Attorney, Health Care Power of Attorney (on a limited
basis), Conservator, Guardian (on a limited basis), and Personal
Representative; we continue to prepare pleadings for all probate
related matters, including Accountings and unique petitions as well.
Please call to discuss the particulars of your case. We are totally
insured and here to help. 586.415.0136.

January 2024



J‘s IMASKO LAW

Dedicated to Elder Law Solutions.

With 98 years combined legal experience, Simasko Law has helped
numerous Southeastern Michigan families with Elder Law Solutions.

W E W E I_C O M E YO U R — Wealth Preservation

— Estate Planning

CLIENT REFERRALS s

_— — Wills & Trust
— Medicaid Planning
586-468-6793 — VA Benefits
Referral Fees Guaranteed. — Social Security Planning

319 Northbound Gratiot Avenue . Mount Clemens, Ml 48043 . simaskolaw.com




Macomb County Bar Association
40 N. Main St., Suite 435
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043
MacombBar.org

THANK YOU %

MCBA HOLIDAY
PARTY SPONSORS

Aaron J. Hall Lucido & Manzella, PC
Aloia Law Macomb Law Group
Biernat Law Group Metry & Metry, PLLC
Bowden Law, PLLC Michael Macherzak
Blume Law Group, PLLC Michigan Justice, PLLC
David Sinutko Nardone Law
Femminineo Law O’Reilly Rancilio, PC
Fortz Legal Pernicano Law, PLLC

Fischer, Garon & Hoyumpa Sommers Schwartz, PC
Freers & Freers Sherman Abdo
Grillo Law, PLLC R. Timothy Kolher
Goodman Sheikh, PC Richard Cervenak
Jeffrey Davis Trickey Law, PLLC
Law Office of ].A. Hlywa, PC Z:ach Morgan
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