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The time has come – not for goodbye, but to pass the 
torch.  It has truly been the honor of my career to serve as 
your president.  

Last summer, I planned out a rough sketch for my 
year as president.  I knew the year would fly by, but I can’t 
believe how fast it has 
actually come and gone.  I 
have several people I have 
to acknowledge and thank 
for all their help.  First, 
my amazing board!  No 
progress would have been 
made without all of you 
and I am so thankful for 
all of you, your ideas, and 
your help.  

Thank you to former 
Executive Director Kelly 
Bennett.  Her time with 
us was short but she did a great deal to help us straighten 
out the organization and get us back on track.  Thank you 
to Sherriee Detzler.  She filled in at the bar office until we 
hired Maddie.  Sherriee’s help was absolutely invaluable!  
That brings me to our new Executive Director, Maddie 
Bennage.  She has been so great!  She jumped right in, got 

up to speed and has been bringing her own flair to the bar.  
I can’t wait to see where we go.  

Thank you to Ryan Zemke.  Ryan knows everything!  
He’s been so incredibly helpful with all the things I don’t 
have an answer for and answering all my questions.  Finally, 

thank you to my family.  
For supporting me and 
helping me through this 
entire journey.  I am 
eternally grateful and 
appreciate each and every 
one of you.

My main goal this 
year was to try and get our 
members more involved 
with the Bar and try to 
plan things that would 
appeal to all.  I hope I was 
able to do that.  I hope all 

of you found value with your membership.  I hope when 
people ask why you are a member of the Macomb County 
Bar Association, you can tell them why you’re proud to 
be a member.  For me, it’s about the camaraderie.  I enjoy 
seeing everyone outside of work, meeting your families and 
learning something new about you.  I hope to see you at 
our golf outing on Juneteenth at the St. Clair Shores Golf 
Club and our Annual Meeting on June 26th at the Octopus 
Beer Garden.  We have such a great group of attorneys here 
in Macomb.  It is the best place to practice!

Saying goodbye is always hard, so I’m not saying 
goodbye.  I’m saying until later because I’ll still be here for 
the bar.  We are so lucky to have Farrah Ramdayal-Howard 
as our incoming MCBA President.  She’s wonderful and I 
know we’re going to have a great year.  Be on the lookout 
for upcoming details for her installation.  See you all soon.  
Thank you for sharing my year with me.  

Until Later
By Dana Freers, President of the Macomb Bar Association
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Mobile devices have become indispensable in modern law 
firms, enabling attorneys to work remotely and stay connected 
with their colleagues and clients. However, this increased 
reliance on mobile technology has also made smartphones and 
tablets prime targets for cyberattacks. The confidential nature of 
legal work—including 
privileged client 
communications, case 
strategy documents, and 
sensitive discovery 
materials—creates an 
attractive target for 
malicious actors seeking 
valuable information.

In recent years, 
cybercriminals have 
developed sophisticated 
techniques to exploit 
vulnerabilities in mobile 
devices and gain 
unauthorized access to 
sensitive data. These 
attacks can result in 
significant financial losses, 
damage to reputation, and legal liabilities for businesses. Law 
firms face particular scrutiny in this area, as they are bound by 
ethical obligations to protect client confidentiality and may face 
disciplinary action from state bar associations for security 
breaches in addition to potential malpractice claims.

Organizations need to implement robust mobile security 
measures to mitigate the risks associated with mobile attacks. By 
deploying good mobile security practices, businesses can protect 
their mobile endpoints from a wide range of threats and 
safeguard their sensitive data. For law firms, this protection 
extends beyond good business practice—it represents 
fulfillment of ethical and professional responsibilities to clients.

How do you protect your firm?
One of the most effective ways to secure mobile devices is 

through real-time mobile threat defense, which uses machine 

learning and behavioral analysis to detect and prevent cyber 
threats in real time. A good mobile security solution should 
provide round-the-clock protection against emerging threats, 
advanced anti-malware and anti-spyware capabilities,  
and malicious app protections.

These features can 
help detect and prevent 
cyberattacks before they 
can harm the firm and 
protect against a range  
of mobile threats, 
including malware, 
phishing, and network 
attacks. By implementing 
real-time mobile threat 
defense, businesses can 
ensure that their mobile 
devices are protected 
against the latest and most 
sophisticated cyber threats 
before they can harm  
the firm.

Additionally, comprehensive mobile security strategies 
should include:

•  �Mandatory device encryption for all firm-owned and 
BYOD devices accessing firm resources

•  �Multi-factor authentication requirements for 
accessing sensitive applications and data

•  �Remote wipe capabilities to protect data if devices are 
lost or stolen

•  �Regular security training for all attorneys and staff on 
mobile security best practices

•  �Secure communication channels for client-attorney 
communications

Securing Mobile Devices in  
Modern Law Firms

By Cheyenne Harden, CEO, Cyber Protect, LLC



4            MACOMBBAR.ORG� June 2025

Mobile device management and protection are hard, right?

Implementing mobile security measures can be daunting, 
but it doesn’t have to be. With the right solution, businesses can 
simplify the management of endpoint protection and better 
protect their mobile devices without adding to the complexity 
of their existing security infrastructure.

Modern mobile device management (MDM) solutions 
have evolved considerably from early iterations, offering 
intuitive interfaces and streamlined deployment options that 
minimize disruption to attorney workflow. Cloud-based 
solutions can now be implemented without significant on-
premises infrastructure investments, making enterprise-grade 
security accessible even to small and mid-sized firms.

The Cost of Inaction

While implementing robust mobile security requires 
investment, the cost of a data breach far exceeds preventative 
measures. For law firms, a significant breach can lead to:

•  Mandatory breach notifications to clients
•  �Potential violations of Rules of Professional Conduct 

regarding client confidentiality
•  Reputational damage that may persist for years
•  Loss of client trust and business
•  Regulatory fines and potential litigation costs
•  Increased malpractice insurance premiums

Conclusion

As attorneys increasingly rely on mobile devices to 
practice law effectively, securing these endpoints becomes a 
critical component of a firm’s risk management strategy. By 
implementing comprehensive mobile security solutions, law 
firms not only protect sensitive client information but also 
demonstrate their commitment to maintaining the highest 
standards of professional responsibility. The investment in 
mobile security is not merely a technical consideration—it’s an 
essential element of modern legal practice that directly impacts 
client service and firm reputation.

Your occupation is Our occupation
Sam Morgan & Greg Jones have a team of Employment Lawyers with 
decades of experience providing advice, counsel and representation to 
Employees and Employers in a wide variety of occupations, for:

Our team includes Senior Associate, Barbara Urlaub*, and Of counsel  
attorneys, David Kotzian*, Donald Gasiorek*, Raymond Carey*, and Paul Hines
*2024 Michigan Super Lawyers Honorees

Toll Free Phone: 888.421.9704 
Local: 248.865.0001
Locations: Farmington Hills, 
Sterling Heights, Downriver
www.work-lawyers.com

• Wrongful discharge cases, including breach of employment contract, 
discrimination, harassment and retaliation

• Non-payment of compensation disputes, including commission,  
bonus and incentive compensation arrangements, and FLSA violations

• Enforcement of equity award agreements and minority shareholder rights
• Defending against mobility-killing non-compete and  
non-solicitation contracts

• Separation agreement reviews and severance negotiations
• Drafting employment contracts
• HR counseling, defending against government investigations

Greg Jones
2024 Michigan Super Lawyers 
Rising Stars Honoree

Sam Morgan
2006 to 2024 Michigan 

Super Lawyers Honoree

Sam Morgan
David Kotzian

Donald Gasiorek
Ray Carey
Paul Hines

Sam Morgan
David Kotzian

Donald Gasiorek
Ray Carey
Paul Hines

 JorganM  ones
L A W Y E R S  F O R  T H E  W O R K P L A C E

 &
EXPERIENCED  
LITIGATION ASSOCIATE
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You won’t see our names on TV or on a Billboard 
We would rather put our names on a REFERRAL FEE CHECK

Thomas, Garvey & McKenna 
Referral Based Personal Injury Practice • (586) 779-7810

We have paid referral fees in excess of  
ONE MILLION DOLLARS - Twice

A third Macomb County referral lawyer received 
$850,000.00

EastsideLawyers.com  •  877-Eastside 
12900 Hall Road, Suite 330 • Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Proven Results for your Client Referrals
Personal Injury Lawyers

FRASER FRASER && SOUWEIDANE  SOUWEIDANE P.C. P.C. 
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NEW RULE 2.403 & ARBITRATIONS

THOMAS M. LIZZA

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
• 40 years personal injury litigation
• 18 years as a plaintiff attorney 
•  22 years as a defense attorney
•  Neutral Case Evaluator - Macomb County 
•  Neutral Case Evaluator - Wayne County
•  AV rating by Martindale Hubbell for more than 25 years    
    (highest rating in both legal ability and ethics)
• Completed more than 60 civil jury trials
• Experience in auto negligence, first party cases (PIP),  
   general negligence, premises liability, dramshop, medical  
   malpractice and 1983 excessive force cases.
IMMEDIATE SCHEDULING AVAILABILITY -IN PERSON OR ZOOM 
REASONABLE RATES - 39501 Garfield Rd., Clinton Twp., MI 48038

O: (586) 225-7200 • C: (248) 563-2391 • TOM@THOMASMLIZZAPC.COM
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lntegra Realty Resources 
Detroit 

Navigate Legal Challenges 
with Confidence: 

I RR-Detroit's 
Expert Litigation Support 

LITIGATION SUPPORT AND EXPERT TESTIMONY: A CUT ABOVE 
lntegra Realty Resources-Detroit's litigation support and expert 
testimony services are unmatched, providing your legal team with 
a competitive edge. Our distinguished team includes 9 MAls and 
16 Certified General Real Estate appraisers, each bringing deep 
specialization in a wide array of property types. From apartments 
and senior housing to industrial buildings and shopping centers, 
our experts deliver precise and defensible valuations, critical in legal 
disputes, especially in divorce cases. 

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE, NATIONWIDE REACH 
With Michigan offices in Detroit and Grand Rapids, we offer 
unparalleled local market insights. We also have offices in most 
other states, with the capability to handle multi-state portfolio 
assignments. Our access to exceptional real estate data and analytics 
supports the development of winning litigation strategies, tailored to 
the nuances of each case. 

CHOOSE !RR-DETROIT FOR UNMATCHED REAL ESTATE EXPERTISE 
Partner with !RR-Detroit for your litigation needs. 
Our comprehensive services, from detailed valuations 
to expert testimony, are tailored to support legal professionals. 

For consultations and to explore our Litigation and Expert Witness 
services, contact us today. Let the specialized knowledge and 
extensive experience of !RR-Detroit bolster your legal strategy. 

lntegra Realty Resources - Detroit 
Brad Conkey 

Senior Director 
400 W. Maple Road, Suite 100, Birmingham, Ml 48009 

T 248.245.5393 
bgconkey@irr.com I www.irr.com/detroit 
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Two individuals enter into a Consent Judgment of 
Separate Maintenance. In that judgment, the parties agree to 
bar alimony and divide property. They also agree that, should 
they proceed with a divorce, the terms of the Consent Judgment 
of Separate Maintenance will be merged into the Judgment of 
Divorce. The question then arises: what happens if one party 
later challenges the agreed-upon property division during the 
divorce proceedings?

Married individuals may seek separate maintenance 
for various reasons, such as religious objections to divorce or 
a desire to remain legally married. Separate maintenance can 
allow both parties to retain health care coverage. However, 
some employers and health insurance providers treat the entry 
of a separate maintenance judgment as a triggering event that 
disqualifies the non-employee spouse from continued coverage. 
This practice is not applied uniformly across employers or 
insurance carriers.

An action for separate maintenance is filed in the same 
manner and on the same legal grounds as a divorce.1 Either 
the plaintiff or the defendant must have resided in Michigan 
for at least 180 days and in the county of filing for at least 10 
days immediately before filing the complaint.2 Both of these 
residency requirements are jurisdictional and must be met at the 
time of filing. When the matter is resolved, the parties remain 
legally married, but their marital property may be divided 
pursuant to MCL 552.19 which states: 

Restoration of real and personal estate to parties. 
Upon the annulment of a marriage, a divorce from 
the bonds of matrimony or a judgment of separate 
maintenance, the court may make a further judgment 
for restoring to either party the whole, or such parts as it 
shall deem just and reasonable, of the real and personal 
estate that shall have come to either party by reason of 
the marriage, or for awarding to either party the value 
thereof, to be paid by either party in money and the court 
may order support for a spouse who requires it, MCL 
552.23(1). 

Both of the family law practitioners’ manuals recognize 
this principle. The manual Michigan Family Law states the 
principle succinctly:

When a judgment of separate maintenance is entered 
and a party subsequently wishes to become divorced, 
a complaint for divorce will need to be filed and the 
statutory waiting period will apply. Even if the judgment of 
separate maintenance permits either party to convert it to a 
judgment of divorce if and when they choose, a complaint 
for divorce will likely still need to be filed. However, 
the parties do not get to relitigate all the issues. Emphasis 
supplied.3

The Michigan Family Law Benchbook, a guide to family 
court judges has this to say about the at-issue procedure in  
this case. 

If a party wishes to divorce after a final judgment has  
been issued in a separate maintenance action, the party 
should file an entirely new cause of action. Although  
many issues will already have been decided and are 
enforceable under the judgment, any remaining issues  
like dissolution of the marriage should occur under the  
new action. Emphasis supplied.4

A consent judgment of divorce is construed as a contract. 
As the Court of Appeals has noted:

• �Andrusz v Andrusz, 320 Mich App 445, 452; 904 
NW2d 636 (2017): A consent judgment is a contract 
and can only be modified by mutual consent, absent 
fraud, mistake, illegality, or unconscionability.

• �Blaske v Blaske, 33 Mich App 210, 212; 189 NW2d 
713 (1971); Greaves v Greaves, 148 Mich App 643, 646; 
384 NW2d 830 (1986): The court may fill in gaps in an 
incomplete consent judgment, balancing equities under 
the circumstances.

• �In re Lobaina Estate, 267 Mich App 415, 417-418; 705 
NW2d 234 (2005): The overarching goal of contract 
interpretation is to determine and give effect to the 
parties’ intent. See id

The Effect of a Judgment of  
Separate Maintenance on  

Property Rights—A Brief Primer
By Timothy P. Flynn and  

Frank L. Briguglio, Clarkston Legal
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14 First St., Mt. Clemens 586-850-8336trickeylawpllc@gmail.com

Facilitating Remotely

By Zoom, by Phone or by the Camaro’s WiFi

Charles Trickey III 
“Bringing a balanced career to Facilitations and Arbitrations”

When analyzing the merits of this situation based 
upon MCL 552.19, the judgment divides property and bars 
alimony. The clear statutory intent of the practice of this state, 
as referenced in the practitioners’ manuals cited above, is 
contrary to MCL 552.19 and the principle of collateral estoppel 
and, most importantly, contradicts the intent of the parties as 
reflected in their previously entered judgment.  

When analyzing the terms of the Judgment on a 
contractual basis., the parties entered a judgment of separate 
maintenance by consent in 2022. Wife argues that since this is 
a new action the old Judgment is not dispositive. Even with this 
argument it does not overcome the fact that the parties clearly 
contracted the terms of the Judgment of Separate Maintenance 
should be clearly incorporated into their Judgment of Divorce.

Either analysis leads to the conclusion that when the 
parties enter a Judgment of Separate maintenance at least to the 
extent that the parties agreed on division of certain property 
rights the court should uphold those terms when dividing 
property in a subsequent Judgment of Divorce. 

1 MCL 552.7
2 MCL 552.7(1), and section (9)1.
3 Michigan Family Law, supra at footnote 1.
4 Michigan Family Law Benchbook, supra at footnote 1.

Substance abuse evaluations for Court, 
Probation, and Driver’s License Restoration

Alexis Brown, MA, LPC, CAADC
Clinical Therapist

(586) 232-5395
alexisbrown@optimumevaluations.com

www.optimumevaluations.com
22725 Greater Mack Ave., Ste. 301B   |   St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

SUBSTANCE ABUSE EVALUATIONS
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Referral Fees Guaranteed in Writing and Promptly Honored

(586) 778-1234    www.BoneBourbeauLaw.com
 Offices in Clinton Township

PERSONAL INJURY AND WRONGFUL DEATH CASES

 Bone Bourbeau Law
$9.7 Million Macomb Wrongful Death Verdict (April 2023)

PERSONAL INJURY AND WRONGFUL DEATH CASES

UPCOMING SEMINARS
EST. 1906

MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION TYPE:  MACOMB, LAPEER, ST. CLAIR  unless otherwise stated 
Register at https://cdam.wildapricot.org

CDAM 2025 SUMMER CONFERENCE
July 19, 2025  |  9:00am 

Amway Grand Plaza  |  187 Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids
REGISTRATION CODE: TBD

CDAM SUMMER TRAINING CENTRAL: GAYLORD
August 2, 2025  |  10:00am

Otsego Resort and Golf Club  |  696 M-32, Gaylord

CDAM DETROIT TIGERS GAME DAY
August 2, 2025  |  4:00pm

Comerica Park  |  2100 Woodward Ave, Detroit
TICKET SALES CLOSE JULY 1, 2025
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Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Presents

Cocktails for a Cause
EST. 1906

MACOMB BAR ASSOCIATION
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Filippas    May 15, 2025



14            MACOMBBAR.ORG� June 2025

When The Tough Cases Demand Results

Judge Switalski’s 30+ years  

of judicial experience allows  

him to unlock solutions for  

some of the toughest legal cases  

mediated in Metro Detroit. 

ADR with Judge Switalski  

places skill, empathy, knowledge 

of the courtroom and integrity 

at the center of your case.

mark@switalskilaw.com  |  switalskilaw.com

 Mark S. Switalski (Ret)
Mediation, Facilitation & Arbitration

Honorable

FACILITATIONS, CASE EVALUATIONS UNDER 
NEW RULE 2.403 & ARBITRATIONS

THOMAS M. LIZZA

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
• 40 years personal injury litigation
• 18 years as a plaintiff attorney
• 22 years as a defense attorney
• Neutral Case Evaluator - Macomb County
• Neutral Case Evaluator - Wayne County
• AV rating by Martindale Hubbell for more than 25 years

(highest rating in both legal ability and ethics)
• Completed more than 60 civil jury trials

premises liability, general negligence and dramshop

SCHEDULING AVAILABILITY – IN PERSON, ZOOM, OR TELEPHONE 
REASONABLE RATES – 

O: (586) 909-4801 • C: (248) 563-2391 • TOM@THOMASMLIZZAPC.COM
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MACOMB COUNTY PROSECUTOR

PETER J. LUCIDO
PROTECTOR OF 

THE PEOPLE

JOIN THE MACOMB COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S 
OFFICE EMAIL NEWSLETTER

• Learn about New Policies and Procedures
• What’s Going on in the Prosecutor’s Office
• Prosecutor and Staff Updates
• Recent Convictions and Sentencings
• Stay Informed

SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE MACOMB PROSECUTOR

EMAIL NEWSLETTER
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OFFICE SPACE

BRAND NEW OFFICE SPACE – Northern Macomb/St. Clair County 
RICHMOND MI:  New space now being built out.  Perfect for a lawyer doing: 
DIVORCE/FAMILY LAW, SOCIAL SECURITY/DISABILITY, REAL ESTATE, 
BANKRUPTCY. I do not practice in any of those areas. 
Significant referral opportunities in a growing community. 
Call Jon Frank at (248) 703-5701, or email at jfrankesq@comcast.net� OS329

Available - Two large offices in a law office suite located at 19 Mile and Garfield 
with 8 established attorneys.  Amenities include a full time receptionist, copier/
printer/scanner/fax, telephone and internet, secretarial units, and kitchen.   
For inquiries call (586) 263-1600.	� OS697

Professional office space.  15’ X 13’ office with windows. Professionally decorated 
common space with building receptionist, four conference rooms, copy room, 
kitchen and storage room above 6926 sq ft. office space. Exterior is brick ranch.  
44444 Mound Rd., Suite 100, Sterling Heights, MI  48314  
Contact Ellen Mroczka 586-795-2375.� OS438

Furnished offices in Warren (13 & Hoover). $100 – $600. Choose from full time 
exclusive office use, satellite office or virtual office.   
Call Richard (586) 939-9700� OS269

Individual Law Offices:  Downtown Mount Clemens – 2 Crocker Blvd.  Starting at 
$300/Month including Suite Electric - Free Parking. Call Ted 586-610-7591� OS347

REFERRALS

SOCIAL SECURITY and WORKERS COMPENSATION -  Casazza Law Offices - 140 
years plus of combined experience with Social Security Disability and Workers 
Compensation claims.  Offices in Southfield and Mt. Clemens. Referral Fees.   
Call Gene Casazza at (586) 468-4400 or email Gene@Casazzalaw.com� RF852

SERVICES

PROBATE SUPPORT SPECIALISTS, LLC is now serving as professional fiduciaries 
for your clients who have no family or are estranged from family; we accept 
appointments as Trustee, Trust Director, Trust Protector, Special Needs Trustee, 
Durable Power of Attorney, Health Care Power of Attorney (on a limited basis), 
Conservator, Guardian (on a limited basis), and Personal Representative; 
we continue to prepare pleadings for all probate related matters, including 
Accountings and unique petitions as well.  Please call to discuss the particulars of 
your case. We are totally insured and here to help. 586.415.0136.� SV659

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Macomb County Bar Association
40 N. Main St., Suite 435
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

MacombBar.org

A Ray of Hope . . . 
For a Brighter Tomorrow™

Please join us for a Birthday Celebration / Fundraiser

Peter J. Lucido
– MACOMB COUNTY PROSECUTOR –
Thursday, July 17, 2025  •  5:30 - 8:00 P.M.

The Palazzo Grande
54660 Van Dyke, Shelby Township, Mi – South of 25 Mile Road –

HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES • OPEN PREMIUM BAR • DINNER/DESSERTS

Personal or PAC contributions should be made payable to:  
CTE Peter J. Lucido for Prosecutor

Deadline to send checks by mail:  
Thursday, July 10, 2025  /  Or pay at the door

Mail to: CTE Peter J. Lucido for Prosecutor,  
6303 26 Mile Road, Suite 203, Washington Township, MI 48094

To purchase tickets online:
 https://secure.anedot.com/cte-peter-j-lucido-for-prosecutor/birthday    

No Corporate Checks
Questions: (855) 758-2436  

or peterjlucido@peterjlucido.com 
Maximum contribution by an individual or PAC is $8,325 per election

Paid for by the CTE Peter J. Lucido for Prosecutor,  
6303 26 Mile Road, Suite 203, Washington Township, MI 48094

____________________________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________________
address

____________________________________________________________
City      state   Zip

____________________________________________________________
phoNe

____________________________________________________________
email

____________________________________________________________
oCCupatioN & employer’s Name

____________________________________________________________
employer’s address

____________________________________________________________

$200 - per guest
– Sponsorship levels –

    $2,000 Bronze Sponsorship (One table of 10 guests)        $4,000 Silver Sponsorship (Two tables of 10 guests)

$6,000 Gold Sponsorship (Three tables of 10 guests)  $8,325 Platinum Sponsorship (Five tables of 10 guests)


