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Dedicated to Elder Law Solutions.

JAMES AND
PATRICK SIMASKO

e

With 98 years combined legal experience, Simasko Law has helped
numerous Southeastern Michigan families with Elder Law Solutions.

W E W E I_C O M E YO U R — Wealth Preservation

— Estate Planning

CLIENT REFERRALS e

- — Wills & Trust
— Medicaid Planning
586-468-6793 — VA Benetfits
Referral Fees Guaranteed. — Social Security Planning

319 Northbound Gratiot Avenue . Mount Clemens, M| 48043 . simaskolaw.com
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Well I have come to the end of my year as
MCBA President. It has been a remarkable experience
and I am so grateful to all those who have assisted me in
this endeavor. I could not have done it without the love
and support of my family, friends, and colleagues. As |
have said repeatedly over the course of this last year, we
have a remarkable community here in Macomb. I have
been so amazed at the outpouring of support and love.
While the last few months have been very difficult, to
say the least, I have faith that we will persevere. We are
not strangers to adversity, and we will emerge stronger
and hopefully wiser. During this unprecedented time,
we will continue to do our utmost to serve the members
of the MCBA. We have come together during this
pandemic to support each other, and we will continue
to do so. I will continue to do my utmost for this
community and the community at large. It is my goal
to continue to strengthen the Macomb County legal
community and to reach out to all those that we can
assist throughout this time of need. We will continue to
fight for our clients, support our colleagues and defend
those without a voice.

I look forward to seeing all of you when the
courts reopen or via Zoom or whenever we can connect.

Please as always feel free to contact me with
questions concerns or to just talk. I am always
available.

I leave you with this quote from Thomas
Merton:

“You do not need to know precisely what is
happening, or exactly where it is all going. What
you need is to recognize the possibilities and
challenges offered by the present moment, and to
embrace them with courage, faith and hope.”

One Love,

%mc Branat
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Keep on Movin’

By Jonathan C. Biernat,
President of the Macomb Bar Association

NURSING HOME - ASSISTED LIVING - ADULT FOSTER CARE

ABUSE & NEGLECT

Olsman MacKenzie
Peacock & Wallace

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS

REFERRAL FEES PAID
PROMPTLY.

REGISTERED NURSES
ON STAFF.

PROUDLY SERVING THE
ENTIRE STATE OF MICHIGAN.

Bedsores Head Injuries

Falls & Fractures  Death

Medication Errors ~ Wandering & Elopement
Choking Financial Exploitation
Restraints Amputation

2684 W. Eleven Mile Rd. - Berkley, MI 48072 - 248-591-2300

www.nursing-homelawyers.com

FORENSIC POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS

.
J. P. Carey Consulting, Inc.
CRIMINAL SUSPECT TESTING < CIVIL STATEMENT VERIFICATION
FAMILY LAW & INSURANCE ISSUES RELATED TO DIVORCE, CUSTODY, ARBITRATION

J. Paul Carey

Certified Forensic Polygraph Examiner
Retired Detective/Polygraph Examiner, Sterling Heights Police Department
Member:
American Polygraph Association
Michigan Association of Polygraph Examiners

Sterritt Office Plaza, 45100 Sterritt, Suite 102, Utica, MI 48317

(Northwest of M-59 & M-53) (586) 323-9620
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Facilitate at 14 First Street

i, [ will gladly drive to your office

Charles Trickey Il

“Bringing a balanced career to Facilitations and Arbitrations™
14 First St., Mt. Clemens  trickeylawpllc@gmail.com 586-850-8336

FRASER & SOUWEIDANE rc.

Personal Injury Lawyers

Proven Results for your Client Referrals
Proudly Serving Detroit, Mt. Clemens & the Tri-County Area

——

www.fsattorneys.com ¢ (586) 463-0100
10 S. Main, St., Suite 302, Mt. Clemens, MI 48046
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As members of the Macomb Bar you represent
all areas of law: probate, criminal defense,
prosecution, civil plaintiff, civil defense, all matters
of probate, and much more. The strength of this bar
association is indeed the diversity of people, practice
areas, background, and opinion. As attorneys you
understand the importance of opinions.

There is wide spread recognition that our country
is in the midst of opinion conflict. We all understand
how people are able to share their opinions instantly
in a variety of ways. The beauty of law is that those
who profess an oath to practice it, respect opinions.
As a profession, lawyers in practice demonstrate to
the community at large how to respectfully disagree
with opinions. Thank you for your professionalism
and leadership during these stressful times. I am sure
that people around you have found some peace of
mind in their interactions with you.

When it comes to advocacy of the profession of
law, the diversity of opinion is played out on many
levels. The American Bar Association and State Bar
Associations across the country have processes and
people that lead. In Michigan we have the State Bar
of Michigan’s Board of Commissioners and the State
Bar of Michigan’s Representative Assembly. We
are fortunate to have Dana Warnez, Vice President,
and Ryan Zemke, Young Lawyers Section Chair,
representing Macomb County on the SBM Board of
Commissioners. And you are well represented on the
State Bar of Michigan’s Representative Assembly
with Macomb Bar members; Randall Chioini, Laura
Polizzi, R. Timothy Kohler, Stephen Steinhardt, Hon.
Alyia Hakim, and Angela Medley. And of course the
Macomb Bar has an elected Board of Directors that
lead our diversified membership.

Congratulations to our newly elected Macomb

County Bar Association Board Directors and Officers:

MACOMBBAR.ORG

The Beauty of Law

By Rick R. Troy, Executive Director,
Macomb Bar Association and
Macomb County Bar Foundation and
Dawn Fraylick, Associate Executive and
Communications Director,
Macomb Bar Association

President - Joseph Golden
President-Elect - Francesco Briguglio
Secretary - Lori Smith
Treasurer - Ryan Zemke
Directors: Jenna Bommarritto, Saima Khalil
Farrah Ramdayal

While we were
unable to have the
Annual Meeting, we
are hopeful that we
will be able to have an
Installation gathering at
the end of summer.

With new leaders
coming on to the Board,
that means some leaders
are departing. First and foremost, Thank You to
President Jon Biernat.

As part of the Presidential onboarding process,

way back in March of 2018, I shared with Jon the
message that I share with all incoming Presidents,

“something will come
along in the bar year
that will disrupt your
plans.” No one could
imagine, or prepare
for, a global pandemic.
Jon’s leadership during
this disruption has been
remarkable. From

the start he was out in
front, communicating
to members the daily changes in court procedures
and practices. His calm demeanor has helped

many overcome some terrible days and he leaves

the Bar in a solid position. Thanks Jon! Your
continued leadership as Immediate Past President in
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2020-2021 will be appreciated by

all of our members!

Dawn Prokopec has served

you as a Director,
Treasurer,
Secretary,
President-Elect,
President and
Immediate

Past President.
Dawn has also
served in these
positions on the
Macomb County
Bar Foundation

Board. Dawn, your leadership
has been exhilarating, contagious
and exhausting! Exhausting only
because you challenge all of us
to keep your pace of creativity.
Donald Gillain has served
you for the past six years as
Director. While his work with the
golf outing is most recognizable,
it has been his steady, soft yet
strong advocacy for members that,
for me, marks his
time on the board.
Little known
are his personal
interactions with
county dignitaries
on your behalf
that has, and will
continue to provide
returns for the
membership years
to come. Thanks

Don for everything!

Sherman Abdo has served the
Young Lawyers of the Bar (defined
as 35 years of age or less or 5 years
of practice or less), for several
years. He concludes his year on
the Board of Directors with a
remarkable list of successful events
that have connected members of all
ages and experiences. Sherman,
you are a natural leader and the bar
is better because of you. Thank
you and I look forward to having
your positive influence as you
serve 2020-2021 as Immediate Past
Chair of the YLS!

I truly hope that June will bring us
More Togetherness.

BONE BOURBEAU LAW pLLC

Representing Victims of Negligence

“"% MEDICAL MALPRACTICE - SLIP AND FALL
CAR AND TRUCK COLLISIONS - PRODUCT LIABILITY

OTHER INJURY AND WRONGFUL DEATH CASES
' |

Referral Fees Guaranteed in Writing and Promptly Honored

(586) 778-1234

42452 Hayes Road, Suite 4, Clinton Township, Ml 48038 - Offices in Clinton Township and Bloomfield Hills
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Circuit Court Corner

By Macomb County Circuit Court Administration

COVID-19 Update

The State Court Administrative Office has provided guidance for a 4 phase return to business as usual at the
Courts once rates of infection go down in a community. The full text of this plan is available at https://courts.
michigan.gov/News-Events/Documents/ReturntoFullCapacityGuide.pdf.

Although things are evolving rapidly, at the time of this writing, out-of-custody criminal matters are held
remotely via Zoom if the defendant’s presence is waived. If a defendant doesn’t have a smartphone or
computer, you may schedule a time with the court for the defendant to use a computer in the jury room once
the deputy meets them at the front doors. In-custody criminal matters are being handled remotely by the
assigned judge on an assigned day. The schedule of judges is on the Court’s website, along with other helpful
information and real time updates. Payment requests for Court-Appointed Counsel can be submitted early (you
do not have to wait for two weeks prior to sentencing).

Civil matters are held remotely or adjourned. Case evaluation is being handled remotely as well, and they are
sending notices out. Jury trials are delayed until at least June 22, per Michigan Supreme Court Order 2020-08.

For the Juvenile Division, the docket is being handled remotely via Zoom. Each referee has an assigned
hearing day. Adoption petitions are also being
accepted electronically. All relevant forms and

instructions are on the Juvenile Division website. M EDICAL MALPRACTICE

At Friend of the Court, referees’ dockets are being CATASTROPHIC INJURIES
handled remotely via Zoom, including motions, BIRTH TRAUMA - WRONGFUL DEATH

referee hearings, and status conferences. FOC is also
instituting remote custody investigations and a remote
SMILE program. Requests for modification of support
due to unemployment are being triaged and support
investigations are being conducted remotely. Final
recommendation interviews for pre-judgment reports
and investigations are also being conducted remotely.

“Results
Matter”

ALBERT J. DIB, ESQ.
Jefferson Law Center

For the Probate Court, the docket being handled
remotely. Very limited public access to the building is
available for emergencies only. Similar to situations
with out-of-custody criminal defendants, we have a
separate courtroom set up so they can be on video with
the judge.

7]

www.dJeffersonLawCenter.com

25615 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, Ml 48081
ADib@JeffersonLawCenter.com

One note applicable to our entire Court system is that (586) 270_401 0

Zoom hearings are being livestreamed on YouTube so
as to keep the proceedings “public” -- please keep that REFERRAL FEES HONORED
in mind. AVAILABLE TO LITIGATE PENDING CASES
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You won't see our names on TV or on a Billboard
We would rather put our names on a REFERRAL FEE CHECK

We have paid referral fees in excess of

ONE MILLION DOLLARS - Twice

A third Macomb County referral lawyer received

$850,000.00

Thomas Garvey & Garvey
Referral Based Personal Injury Practice © (586) 779-7810

Metro Detroit Injury Law, PLLC
(downtown Mt. Clemens)

Now accepting your personal injury, wrongful
death and medical malpractice
case referrals

Excellent verdicts and settlements since 1991
Michigan Super Lawyer since 2011
D Business - Top Attorneys
Hour Detroit - Best Personal Injury Lawyers
e American Board of Trial Advocates member
e Wayne, Oakland and Macomb case evaluator
18 consecutive jury trial wins

Dan Beck
dbeck@mdil.net (586) 468-6345 www.mdil.net
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How to Stay Productive While Working
From Home: 10 Tips That Work for Me

By Dora Konomt, Speigel Nichols Fox LLP

As a young associate who is
constantly learning to navigate the
law, I am living in a brave new world
with no precedent to guide me. The
courts are closed. Our physical office
is semi-closed. My dedication to work
and my desire to continue serving
our clients, however, are unchanged
and remain wide open. The question
becomes: How to stay productive in
these unpredictable and tumultuous
times?

How I Stay Productive

I have received messages from
students, lawyers, and other
professionals I know asking how I
manage to remain productive while
working from home. Here are 10
things that work for me.

1. I have a dedicated area
where I work.

My brain, much like Pavlov’s dog,
is conditioned to work when I enter
my “work zone.” I must admit that
sometimes I don’t heed my own
advice and end up on the couch or
close to the fireplace.

2. I established a schedule
adhering to my regular routine.

This means I still wake up to an
alarm clock. Some days, I work

until 9 or 10 p.m. Not only am I

able to be productive from home,
but I often find I am able to be more
productive working from home. I am

MACOMBBAR.ORG

not required to do all the things one
normally does when venturing out
into the real world, including using up
time commuting to work. These days,
my commute consists of walking the
20 seconds it takes to get from the
kitchen to my work zone.

3. I change into work clothes.

By this, I do not mean that [ am
sitting at home in a suit. But I do
change out of my pajamas. This tells
my body that “it’s showtime.”

4. I start by making my tackle-
the-world daily list.

I outline all of the tasks that I want
to accomplish, both work-related and
non-work-related. I make my list the
old-school way — with a pen and
paper. When I accomplish a task, |
take great pleasure in crossing it off
my list.

5. 1 take breaks.

Just like I would at the office. I eat
snacks, drink coffee, and chat with
co-workers and friends. For example,
I email coffee pictures with our chief
law clerk and pretend we are together.
I also email clients to see how they
are doing during this time.

6. I have technology that works
for me.

We are paperless at the firm, so |
have access to all my documents and

10

emails. There are also great free apps
that have made video conferences
easier and reading cases more
enjoyable, and that facilitate other
activities. Of course, certain tasks on
the computer are faster while at the
office because I have two screens. But
I’ve adapted.

7. 1 made my work zone
pleasant, warm and cozy.

I am more likely to work in a place
that I like.

8. I play music in the
background.

“Alexa, play Stevie Wonder.”

9.1leave my phone in the
bedroom.

When I finish a task or two on my
list, I check my messages and scroll
through my feed. This helps me focus
on my work and avoid spending too
much time on social media.

10. I smile.

Even when the other side isn’t
cooperating, | smile and I'm kind. My
brain releases happy hormones, which
make me feel better and happier.

I definitely work better when I'm
happy. Now, if only the court would
reopen in a virtual environment.
Perhaps it will and perhaps it will be
sooner than we think.
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Recognizing first responders, healthcare

and critical infrastructure workers,

and their employers. Remembering that:

% Jabor and management have a great deal
more in common than they have in conflict.* -

— Walter Reuther

AVI RI:I:" IIIEI‘=T

| Toll Free Phone: 888.421,9704 Local: 248.865.0001
GAS IO RE K MO RGAN FARMINGTON HILLS | STERLING HEIGHTS | DOWNRIVER

AUTOMOBILE
NO FAULT CLAIMS

FIRST AND THIRD PARTY CLAIMS

» Referral Fees Guaranteed In Writing

e Over $100 Million Dollars Recovered for
Injured Clients

DAVID C. FEMMININEO

Femminineo Attorneys, P.L.L.C.

586.954.9500
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Macomb County Bar
Foundation

By Dana M. Warnez,

President of the Macomb County Bar Foundation

Greetings dear Macomb County Bar Community,

As the outgoing President of the Macomb Bar Foundation, [ am
writing to extend my sincere thanks to our Trustees, Gala Sponsors, and
all the attorneys and Judge volunteers who organized and supported
our efforts this year, as well as extend my thanks and fond esteem to
our Board of Directors and Executive Director Rick Troy and Associate
Executive Director Dawn Fraylick, who worked so hard to make this year
an important and meaningful one for Macomb County Bar Foundation.
We accomplished several things for which we all should be proud. We
owe a great deal of thanks to Beth Ann Richardson and Ashley Lowe from
Lakeshore Legal Aid who produced our “Legally Speaking” television
shows this year. Also, In partnership with the Michigan Center for Civic
Education, we held the 6th annual Macomb High School Mock Trial
Program in early March, and recently awarded our Law School Trustee
Scholarship to Taylor Wells, which will be celebrated at next year’s
GALA extravaganza, and awarded Macomb’s Liberty Bell Award to
Emily A. Diaz Torres.

Sadly, we did have some challenges. COVID did choke out our
ability to celebrate our most stalwart tradition of Law Day. This was
especially disappointing because this year was the designated time to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment,
which secured a woman’s right to vote.

When COVID hit us, we shifted gears, and found a way to make
a difference in a new way to meet a community need, specifically by
asking for donations and distributing money to Macomb Food Bank to
assist families in receiving extra support that disappeared when schools
closed, and jobs shut down. We are very grateful for the donations from
local attorneys, and the matching donation provided from ATA Greco
Title Company, which allowed us to disburse $4,000 to the Macomb Food
Bank.

Going forward, let’s continue to find new and improved ways to
advance our mission, without losing our compass or integrity. I hope
we always celebrate our US Constitution, help high schoolers learn
to organize thoughts, and present ideas in setting of mock trials, and
celebrate Law Day in our communities, and grant our scholarships to
those students who want to make Macomb their professional home.

I also hope that the Board seeks to modernize and expand our
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programs to reach as many students and teachers in
both public and private schools in our community. Thq n k YO U Gq Iq S pO Nnsors
I find it tremendously exciting that Board members
have been invited to appear as special guests

in zoom teacher classrooms during the time we
must stay home to stay safe. There is so much

Eugene Casazza
Schoenherr Cahill & Warnez PC
QDRO Express

potential for our Foundation, with support and in Aloia & Associates PC
collaboration with the Association, the MISD, local Chelsea M. Rebeck
Superintendents and individual teachers, to lead Fraser & Souweidane PC
beyond expectation to improve our community and HAAS | PROKOPEC
enhance everyone’s quality of life by promoting a Hon. Peter J. Maceroni
better understanding our justice system. Garton & Vogt PC

Our Bar Association and Foundation have
always found ways throughout its long history
to be an integral part of the fabric of our legal

Trickey Law PLLC
Blume Law PLLC

community. I know that our incoming Foundation Colleen S. Orr

President Stephen Becker and new Board of MetroDetroit Injury Law, PLL
Directors will continue to ensure the Foundation O’Reilly Rancilio PC
continues to be an important, effective, and relevant Papista & Papista PC

part of our community. It’s been an extremely Probate Support Specialists
awesome honor to have been your President this R. Timothy Kohler

year. I wish everyone all the best. Schock Solaiman Ramdayal PLLC
Ezizks always, The Cortese Law Firm

SSR ||| LAW

ELDER LAW & ESTATE PLANNING

The Trusted Choice for Your Clients!
Referral Fees Guaranteed

Medicaid | Estate Planning

Veterans Benefits | Trust Administration

y’

Probate | Special Needs Planning

(586) 239-0871
ssrlawoffice.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS

OFFICE SPACE

EXECUTIVE / PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE.

Individual offices and the potential for as much as 8,000 sq.

ft. of contiguous space. Professional decorated common
space includes reception, kitchen, and conference rooms.
On site basement storage available. Exterior is colonial
design with split fieldstone accents. 24825 Little Mack
Ave. St. Clair Shores, at 10 Mile. Call Bob Garvey (586)
779-7810.

PREMIUM MT. CLEMENS office space on Main Street
for rent. Walking distance to County Buildings with ample
parking. 1-5 offices available, conference room. Gross
lease. Contact Lorraine at (586) 469-5050.

BOUTIQUE OFFICE SPACE - available for rent less than
one mile south of Macomb Circuit. One office available.

Conference room, kitchen, amply parking. Virtual tenancy
also available. Contact Saleema Sheikh at (586) 463-5821.

REFERRALS

KEVIN M. KAIN of the Law Firm Levine Benjamin has
obtained over 1,500 workers compensation settlements for
disabled workers over the last 20 years. Will pay referral
fee and provide status reports. Call Kevin M. Kain at
1-800-675-0613.

SOCIAL SECURITY and WORKERS COMPENSATION
- Casazza Law Offices - 140 years plus of combined
experience with Social Security Disability and Workers
Compensation claims. Offices in Southfield and Mt.
Clemens. Referral Fees. Call Gene Casazza at (586) 468-
4400 or email Gene@Casazzalaw.com

Executive Office Suites with private bathroom. Designed
as two office spaces. Located in Time Square Building in
Downtown Mt. Clemens at 71 N. Main Street across from
Macomb County Court building. Private entrance. Contact
Greg Gagnon, Keller Williams Realty 586-419-9900.

SERVICES

PROBATE SUPPORT SPECIALISTS, LLC - Decedent,
Conservatorship & Guardianship packages; Specializing
in forensic Account investigation and regular Account
preparation (especially those that are overdue!) Medicaid
Applications. Liaison to Social Security, IRS, CMH, DHS,

VA and County caseworkers and resources. Investigations,
inventorying, liquidation of assets and supervised estate
clean-outs. Please call Charlene Tope at (586) 415-0136.

CLIENT NEEDING MEDICAL CARE ADVOCACY?
Let Alivity Care Advocates partner with you and your
client. We provide nursing assessments, develop care
plans, and oversee/coordinate a variety of medical needs
such as medication management, medical appointments,
and facility placement. Our team has over 50 years of
combined hands on experience and has the passion to find
effective healthcare solutions for clients and their families.
Alivity Care Advocates 248-375-9125 or visit AlivityCare.
com

HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS - Let our licensed and
certified aging professionals on staff help you and your
clients find solutions for complex healthcare situations.
Home Care provides clients and their families personal
care assistance, transportation, meal preparation, and
supervision. Our Care Management services provides
nursing assessments, medical concierge, family crisis
assistance, and facility placement support. Relevar Home
Care 888-493-3513 or visit www.Relevar.com

A Macomb County
Circuit Court
Judge for 24 Years
recently retired,
now providing
Facilitation,
Mediation and
Arbitration services
through out the
tricounty area.

Hon. Peter J.
Maceroni

12900 Hall Rd., Suite 310
Sterling Heights, M1 48313
Office: (586) 894-6002
Cell: (586) 536-5079

PeterJMaceroni@gmail.com




Aty Chrzanowski
Ty Frosecutor

r. Judy Ho, Forensic NeuroPsychologist
y ~ Ph. D., ABPP, ABPdN, CFMHE

R

e fie by, For,more information or to donate to Mary’s Campaign
B Tty A, 4 |

B\ Chrzanowskil please visit MaryChrzanowskiforProsecutor.com
for Prosecutor

 Market St. Welsin\ar with Zoom.
S ) Webinar ID: 832 9374 6504 * Password: 006186

DISCLAIMER: The Macomb County Bar Association and the Maomb County Bar Foundation do not endorse candidates for public office.




Macomb County Bar Association

40 N. Main St., Suite 435
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043
MacombBar.org

CRIMINAL CLE'S

AVAILABLE AT WWW.CDAMONLINE.ORG

VIDEOS ON DEMAND

Basic Cell Phone Forensics (1 hour)* Password: CELL

Effective Motion Practice — Winning Your Case Before Trial
( 2 hours) Password: PRACTICE

Advanced Cell Phone Location Evidence (1 hour)
Password: PHONE

Jury Bias (1 hour)
Password: JURYVIDEO

Fall Conference Friday (8 hours)
Password: FALLFRIDAY2019

-

Fall Conference Saturday (4 hours)
PESSWOithe, SATURDAY HALFDAY2019

¥

Drug Recognition Experts (4 hours)
Password - DREFREE

If you have participated in a seminar in the past; either in person or by video, that particular seminar will not count towards the
required 12 annual hours. In other words, no repeats.

-



